
Town of Newfield 
February 27,2020 

Work Session Meeting 

Present: Heather McCarty, Christine Laughlin, Joanne James, Michael 

Allinger, Casey Powers, Blixy Taetzsch 

Guests Attending: Pam Watros, Gundy Lee, Patricia Hannan, Leo Tidd, 

Dan Klein, Jim Haustein, Becca Harber, Brenda Lapp, Michelle Henry (and 

her daughter) 

Meeting was called to order at: 7:00pm by Michael Allinger 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of Agenda: Allinger asked for any changes to agenda – hearing 

none, agenda approved. 

Privilege of the Floor: Allinger opened privilege of the floor.  

Becca Harber:  Stated that she was here to support the proposal of the idea 

to keep hands off of County woodlands in Newfield – referring to her letter 

to the Board.  She walked extensively though the woods herself to 

experience the area and offered to go with anyone who would like to look. 

Communications: Nothing new in communications. 

Presentations 

Tompkins County Legislature Danby Caroline Representative Dan 

Klein- Tompkins County Forest Lands  

7:05 Dan Klein began his presentation. 

The County owns 450 acres in Newfield and 100 in Caroline.  This property 

was farmland in the 1800’s, the government purchased this land to bail out 

farmers during the depression.  In 2007, the County said that they were 



going to log the land – but nothing was done with that plan.  10 years later 

they decided to do that again, but no one would bid on the job. 

Dan Klein is now asking why do we need to log the land?  The County 

asked an environmental management group (EMC) to prepare a report on 

it.  In the report, one option is to allow the forest to grow into old growth.  

Dan reviewed point by point the various elements in the report that would 

support this position. 

Klein also commented on some of the opposing points of view.  He pointed 

out that commercial logging was the only thing one couldn’t do and also 

support old growth.  But there are other things that can be done.  He is 

really trying to address the commercial logging issue.   Klein also referred 

to a resolution that the County passed about fracking. 

Klein went on to explain that there are only 60 acres of old growth forest in 

Tompkins County.  30 are in Newfield owned by Cornell – the other 30 is 

Smith woods in Trumansburg.  The trees in the County property in 

question are already 90 years old, and the County is prohibited from 

selling the land.  Klein went on to speak to other arguments to support old 

growth forest and what commercial logging would do.  Klein pointed out 

that the trees left alone would be there into the 24th century and available 

for future generations to see and experience. 

Klein points out that we already own this land and can do this at no cost. A 

resolution was passed by the Caroline Town Board supporting the hands-

off policy.  In the Caroline resolution they use the term “proforestation”.  

Allinger asked about some of the other arguments Klein heard from 

people.  Klein said that there is a somewhat accurate piece of information 

that younger trees take out more carbon.  But this is not heard much 

anymore.  The other he hears is about biodiversity – but he feels that it is 

not a great argument.  The biodiversity argument is that if all the trees are 

the same age – there is no biodiversity.  Klein’s counter is that we need old 

growth forest since there are plenty of other forests are being logged 



periodically – we already have biodiversity in that sense.  There is also an 

argument (Becca Harber) that old growth forests have greater biodiversity 

than younger forests. 

Allinger asked Klein about the Environmental Management Committee 

(EMC), and the work output of the group.  Klein pointed out that the EMC 

didn’t make a specific recommendation – but rather provide data on 

various points of view.  There is evidence to support various decisions and 

outcomes.  Allinger asked about potential safety issues due to falling trees 

– and there was some discussion about that. 

Allinger then asked how a Town resolution would impact a decision that 

resides with the County.  Klein feels that resolutions might influence the 

perspectives of legislators who will be making a decision about logging the 

land. 

Laughlin asked why Klein thinks no one bid on the opportunity for 

logging.  He thinks that there are many loggers aging out.  Also, limitations 

on logging by the county (e.g. must do when ground is frozen).  Plus 

working with a governmental is complicated (90-page contract). 

What effect would the resolution have on private land owners?  Klein 

responded – none. 

Question from Pam Watros – what is the long-term goal?  Klein – the goals 

would be to get the forest established as a piece of habitat that we don’t 

have much of in the County.  There is certain amount of recreation and 

tourism in old growth.  Most likely scenario is that we won’t have as many 

forests as we do now in another 100 years.  This would preserve some 

forest land in an area where there might not as many forests in the future.  

Watros followed up with questions about people using the property for 

recreation – and who would be responsible for injuries or problems. 

Watros pointed out that she lives where she does because there aren’t 

many people around – her property borders the county land on both sides.  

She feels that people don’t understand the dangers.  



Harber commented to Watros that whether the forest is protected or 

managed, her concerns don’t change.     

Laughlin commented that she sees about 4 or 5 parcels based on a review 

of the map.  She commented that the pine trees that were planted as a cover 

crop to get the hard woods to grow up.  She pointed out that they were 

supposed to have been logged a while ago.  Klein pointed out that they are 

at end of life and yes, they are falling down – that this would actually 

support the regrowth of mixed hardwood forest.  At this point he thinks is 

best to just let this happen naturally. 

Another two comments in support of Dan’s point of view – Gundy Lee and 

Patricia Hannon. 

Powers commented on her experience hiking in an old growth forest in 

near Portland.  It was a unique and wonderful experience. 

End discussion at 7:45 

 

 

 

Action Items 

Appoint Brenda Lapp to Planning Board Vacancy - Laughlin moved, 

Powers seconded motion to approve Lapp – motion passed unanimously. 

Code of Ethics – Taetzsch found a model code of ethics from the State 

Comptroller’s Office.  Motion to approve – James, Powers seconded – 

motion passed unanimously. 

Procurement Policy – question from McCarty about guideline #3.  

Suggested amendment to second bullet under public works contracts to 

read: “Less than $15,000 but greater than $6,000”.  Powers moved amended 

policy, James seconded – motion passed unanimously. 



 

Old Business 

Smart Climate: James would like the Board to adopt the climate smart 

communities pledge – how do we move forward with that?  Allinger asked 

James to circulate that document again.  It will be added to the agenda for 

the first meeting in March (12th), and James will invite Terry Carrol to 

speak with the Board again. 

Personnel Manual: Work in progress. 

Animal Law: Nothing new 

Noise Law: Nothing new 

Capital Projects: Need to do capital planning.  Hunt Engineering will be 

writing grants for potential sewer/water projects.  Grant for County Park 

money is opening in the next couple of days. 

Laughlin – don’t we need to continue our hearing of points of view about 

the county forest?  How do we accommodate other comments and 

presentations from community members about the County forest land who 

might have different perspectives?  We will need to find another time to 

schedule hearing from these folks. 

 

 

 

New Business 

Approval of Independent Audit Engagement: motion from Laughlin to 

engage auditors; James second – motion passed unanimously. 

Allinger adjourned meeting at 8:00pm.   



Executive Session – started 8:10, ended executive session at 8:30. 

To discuss a personnel item 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Blixy Taetzch 
2nd. Deputy Clerk 


