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Town of Newfield Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2021 

 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Town of Newfield Planning Board was called to order by 

Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:00 PM at the Newfield Town Hall. 

 

Present 

Planning Board: Chairman Leo Tidd, Randy Brown, Justin Chandler, Brenda Lapp, Jim 

Haustein; Other: Jaein Lee, Jake Scherer, Michelle Henry.  

 

Privilege of the Floor 

No items of discussion. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

• The November 3, 2021 minutes were reviewed and approved. 

 

Open Issues 

 

Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan (NEWHARP) 

Jaein Lee and Jake Scherer have accepted positions of “Project Assistant” for providing 

support for the Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan.  Jaein Lee is a student at the Cornell 

College of Architecture, Art and Planning and is planning to receive Bachelor of 

Architecture Degree in 2022.  Jake Sherer is a student at the Cornell College of 

Architecture, Art and Planning and is planning to receive a bachelor’s degree in Urban 

and Regional Studies degree in 2023.   

 

Leo Tidd presented a list of priorities for the project over the next few months.   

• Site Visit/Orientation by Cornell Project Assistants 

• Background Document Review 

• Publish Frequently Asked Questions on the Plan objectives and answers to 

questions previously posed; should also address issues posted on Facebook 

• Public Outreach 

• Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

• Grants Research and Strategy 
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ACTION ITEMS: Leo Tidd to set up Dropbox account for storing project-replated 

documents.  Jim Haustein to upload relevant files for the Project Assistants. 

ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to set up weekly Zoom meetings with Leo Tidd, Jake 

Scherer and Jaein Lee for project progress updates.   

 

ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to contact Kevin Berggren to ensure he is advised of 

Planning Board activities; any update to the T. G. Miller work on conceptual ideas for the 

Main/Bridge/Shaffer intersection will also be requested. 

 

Solar Farms 

ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to compose draft letter to solar farm operators to request 

that plantings be replaced in the spring. 

 

New Business 

 

Site Plan Reviews/Subdivision Applications 

No new site plans or subdivision applications were received during November 2021; no 

site plans or subdivision applications are currently under review. 

 

Review of Building Permits 

The Planning Board had no concerns or comments on any of the Building Permits issued 

during November 2021.  Brenda Lapp mentioned that she is seeing some construction 

activity that does not seem to have a building permit associated with it.  ACTION ITEM:  

Jim Haustein to contact Alan Teeter regarding reporting of such activities and 

consequences to property owners if appropriate building permits are not issued.   

 

Miscellaneous 

 

Natural Resources Inventory 

Leo Tidd reviewed an outline for an updated Newfield Natural Resources Inventory.  The 

draft outline includes the following resource areas: Geology and Soils, Surface Water, 

Ground Water, Habitats and Wildlife, Open Spaces and Recreation Areas, Cultural 

Resources, Agriculture.  The Planning Board, the Climate Smart Communities Task 

Force and any Newfield residents interested in the project will provide assistance to this 

initiative.  Solicitation of input from the community will include one or more public 

information meetings, a Town website announcement, an email notification via 

community organizations and through social media.  Anticipated completion is 

approximately one year. 
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Training Reminder 

Planning Board members were reminded that four hours of required training that needs to 

be completed in 2021.  Completed documentation of training taken should be forwarded 

to Jim Haustein. 

 

2022 Planning Board Meeting Dates 

The Planning Board confirmed that regularly scheduled meetings for 2022 will be held 

on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM.  Until further notice, meetings will be 

hosted at the Town Hall, but attendance will also be available via Zoom. 

 

Cannabis Dispensary and On-Site Consumption Licenses 

Under the provisions of the New York Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act (MRTA), 

adult-use cannabis possession and use by adults 21 years of age is legal. Municipalities 

have a December 31, 2021 deadline to pass a local law to opt-out of allowing adult-use 

cannabis retail dispensaries or on-site consumption licenses.   

If a municipality does not opt-out by December 31, 2021, the municipality will be unable 

to opt-out at a future date.  However, if a municipality does opt-out, the municipality 

may, later, opt back in to allow either, or both, adult-use cannabis retail dispensaries or 

on-site consumption licenses by repealing the local law which established the opt-out 

prohibition. 

It is the recommendation of the Town of Newfield Planning Board, that the Newfield 

Town Board pass a local law to opt out of allowing both cannabis retail dispensaries and 

on-site consumption licenses withing the Town of Newfield.  ACTION ITEM: Leo Tidd 

to send recommendation to Michael Allinger.   

Agenda for Next Meeting 

• Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan  

• Review of Site Plan and Subdivision Review Applications Received  

• Review of Building Permits 

• Miscellaneous 

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Randy Brown and seconded by Brenda 

Lapp. The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Leo Tidd at 8:17 PM. The next general 

meeting of the Newfield Planning Board will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, January 5, 

2022 at the Town Hall. The meeting will also be hosted on Zoom. 

 

        Submitted by Jim Haustein  


