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Town of Newfield Planning Board 
 

Meeting Minutes 
July 6, 2022 

 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the Town of Newfield Planning Board was called to order by 
Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:01 PM at the Newfield Town Hall. 

 
Present 
Planning Board: Chairman Leo Tidd, Vanessa Greenlee, Brenda Lapp, Jim Haustein; 
Other: Michelle Henry. 

 
Privilege of the Floor 
No items of discussion. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
The June 1, 2022 minutes were reviewed and approved. 

 
New Business 

 
Sperling Studio 
The approval memo for the Sperling Studio Site Plan Review has been sent. The Site 
Plan was for a new artist workshop located just north of 1489 Elmira Road. Additionally, 
the SEQR has been completed, with a negative declaration. ACTION ITEM: Jim 
Haustein to transmit approval letter to other applicable parties. 

 
Site Plan Reviews/Subdivision Applications 
No new site plans or subdivision applications were received during June 2022; no site 
plans or subdivision applications are currently under review. 

 
Review of Building Permits 
The Planning Board had no concerns or comments on any of the Building Permits issued 
during June 2022. 

 
Braver Angels 
Town Board member Heather McCarty advised the Planning Board that the Braver 
Angels/Braver Politics team members may be able to assist the Planning Board with a 
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Braver Politics style town hall in-person event regarding the Hamlet Revitalization 
Project. Since these events are typically designed for a minimum of fifty participants, and 
ours is unlikely to be that large, we would need to collaborate with Braver Angels to 
adapt the format for a smaller community. 

 
The Planning Board agreed that the prospect of assistance from Braver Angels should be 
investigated further; ideally, assistance should include someone from Newfield with local 
knowledge. ACTION ITEM: Leo Tidd to contact Heather McCarty and request that this 
item be investigated further. 

 
Open Issues 

 
Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan (NEWHARP) 
Leo Tidd and Jim Haustein engaged T. G. Miller on developing a preliminary design 
drawing for the main Hamlet intersection. This was reviewed with the Town Highway 
Department on June 1 and T. G. Miller presented a second proposed layout to the 
Main/Shaffer/Bridge intersection. 

 
The second proposed layout does appear to be missing items: (1) complete four-way 
crosswalks across the intersection, (2) marked parking spaces across Main Street from the 
Covered Bridge Market and (3) shading for future potential “green” areas. 

 
ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to mark up the second proposed layout reflecting the 
missing items. ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to set up meeting with Covered Bridge 
Market stakeholders and the Planning Board (Leo Tidd and Jim Haustein). ACTION 
ITEM: Jim Haustein to do a search for legal agreements regarding Covered Bridge 
Market building and bank parking lot facilities located on Town-owned property. 

 
The Planning Board is considering possible initial low-cost striping as a first step; future 
major work timing coordination with the upcoming Hamlet water and sewer work is 
preferred. 

 
EV Chargers 
The Town Board has discussed having EV chargers installed on Town property in the 
future and there is grant money available for this activity. Heather McCarty has asked 
the Planning Board how this might be an item to include in the Hamlet Revitalization 
Project. 
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The Planning Board concurred with further investigation regarding the installation of EV 
chargers and concluded that the activity would proceed most efficiently if review 
happened independently of the Planning Board. The amount of potential use is a concern 
because we don’t know who is paying for the cost of electricity to operate the charging 
station. EV chargers may, however, encourage people to use Hamlet-based businesses. 
The front of the Town Hall may be an option, though there is limited parking and parking 
on the side to the left of the Town Hall poses problems with the Covered Bridge Market 
dumpsters and deliveries and possible “blocking in” of vehicles when deliveries are 
being made to the Market. 
Additionally, this is the location of the weekly “food scrap” recycling. There would not 
be good visibility of the chargers if they were installed behind the Town Hall. The 
portion of the Bank parking lot which sits on Town property may be a viable option. 
ACTION ITEM: Leo Tidd to follow up with the Climate Smart Committee regarding this 
matter. 

 
Miscellaneous 
Planning Board Vacancy 
Justin Chandler has resigned from his position on the Planning Board. Applications for 
Planning Board candidates will be solicited. ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to request 
posting of vacancy be sent as a Town Announcement which would also post on the Town 
website. 

 
Agenda for Next Meeting 

• Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan 
• Review of Site Plan and Subdivision Review Applications Received 
• Review of Building Permits 
• Miscellaneous 

 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Haustein and seconded by Vanessa 
Greenlee. The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:56 PM. The next 
general meeting of the Newfield Planning Board will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022 at the Town Hall. The meeting will also be hosted on Zoom. 

 
 

Submitted by Jim Haustein, 
with September 4, 2022 
revisions submitted by Vanessa 
Greenlee 


	Opening
	Present
	Privilege of the Floor
	Approval of Minutes
	New Business
	Open Issues
	Miscellaneous
	Agenda for Next Meeting
	Adjournment

