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Town of Newfield Planning Board 
 

Meeting Minutes 
October 5, 2022 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the Town of Newfield Planning Board was called to order by 
Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:01 PM at the Newfield Town Hall. 

 
Present 
Planning Board: Chairman Leo Tidd, Vanessa Greenlee, Joleen Krogman,  Brenda 
Lapp 
Other: Michael Allinger 

 
Approval of Minutes 
Joleen Krogman made the motion to approve the September 7, 2022 Planning Board 
minutes.  Leo Tidd seconded. The minutes were approved. 

 
Opening Privilege of the Floor 
There were no public comments. 

 
Braver Angels Workshop on Hamlet Planning 
The Braver Angels organization has a moderator available on January 19. Joleen Krogman 
advised that the Fire Hall is available on January 18 or 19. The meeting is scheduled for 
January 19, 2023. It was discussed that that Planning Board should arrive at the Fire Hall 
at 6 pm to set up for a meeting start time of 7 pm. Planning Board members expect the 
workshop to take 90 minutes to 2 hours. The Planning Board is responsible for putting the 
tables and chairs away as well as sweeping, so the Fire Hall will be booked until 9:30 pm. 
 
The Planning Board discussed a handout to give to participants. On the handout there will 
be information about what the Planning Board does: investigate environmental issues, land 
use issues that fall under the Town of Newfield Site Plan Review Law and the 
Comprehensive Plan – updating the plan and working toward completing the goals in the 
plan. 
 
Also on the handout provide a brief history of the hamlet project which beings on page 162 
of the Comprehensive Plan. State why we are having the workshop now. Include 
information about the traffic accidents at the intersection of Main Street/Shaffer Road, 
parking and attracting visitors to the hamlet. Enlarge a map to focus on the area being 
concentrated on for display. Include results from the Design Connect survey and the 
resulting report. 
 
It was suggested that our goal is “what do workshop participants agree that hamlet should 
look like.” 



2 

 

 

 
It was discussed that advertising for the workshop would start about one month prior to the 
event and that Sue Chaffee at the Newfield Public Library could be contacted for the list of 
advertising avenues that the Library maintains.  
 
ACTION ITEMS:  

• Leo Tidd will inform Heather McCarty that the meeting will take place on January 
19, 2023.  

• Joleen Krogman will confirm the date, January 19, 2023, with the Fire Department.  
• Keep this topic on the agenda so planning for the event is not neglected. 

 
Planning Board Business Items 
Privilege of the Floor Guidelines 
The Planning Board discussed the privilege of the floor public comment (based on the 2012 
Town Board model) drafted and circulated by Leo Tidd. The guidelines were approved with 
minor changes.  

 
Planning Board Vacancies 
The need for a Planning Board member and secretary was discussed. Prior to resigning James 
Haustein filled both roles. It was mentioned that it may be difficult to find one person willing 
to fill both roles, so both positions will be advertised. Mike Allinger made the application 
visible on the Town website and will announce the vacancies on the “blog” portion of the 
Town website. It was  mentioned that perhaps Gail Mazourek or Cathy Shipos would be 
interested in telling the Newfield Community about the Planning Board in their newspaper 
column. 

 
ACTION ITEM 

• Vanessa Greenlee will contact Cathy Shipos to inquire about her interest in writing a 
story about the planning board for Tompkins Weekly 

 
Comprehensive Plan Update 
The Planning Board members discussed their thoughts on the action items from the 
September 2022 meeting: 

 
• Which goals in the 2013 Comprehensive Plan have been achieved? 
• Which goals have not been achieved but are attainable? 
• Which attainable goals should be prioritized?  

 
Everyone agreed that all areas has some forward motion. For example, the sewer and water 
district improvements have had public hearings, but there are no goals that can be marked 
“completed”. It was also mentioned that some of the goals are good, but are they achievable at 
the local level? Joleen Krogman suggested the highest priority should be the lack of growth in 
services. 
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ACTION ITEM 
• Lee Tidd will create a matrix or table of the goals/chapters in the Comprehensive Plan; 

not just a summary the goals but a way to match them back to supporting information in 
the Comprehensive Plan 

 
A spur topic that came up during the Comprehensive Plan update was about businesses in 
Newfield. Should businesses be mentioned by name in the Plan, as some that were are no 
longer operating, but it was suggested that it would be nice if there were a list of businesses, 
e.g., “Newfield Yellow Pages” (without reviews and comments to reduce the need for 
moderation), though we do not have the expertise or resources to maintain the list. It was 
suggested that perhaps it could be a “Tompkins County Yellow Pages” and the Chamber of 
Commerce could offer this to businesses for a lower cost than full membership. 

 
Renewal Energy Trends 
Vanessa Greenlee brought up the trends she observed when completing required training. The 
continuing discussion included that there is a backlog of mega scale projects and in New York 
State the mega projects are not required to comply with local laws. The thought is there will 
not be a big demand in Newfield for the mega projects, but proposed projects would target 
farmland. Agrivoltaics was mentioned, but the speaker at the lecture Vanessa attended said 
they did not believe it would become prevalent unless it was a high value crop.  

 
Building Permits 
The Planning Board had no concerns or comments on any of the building permits submitted 
during August and September 2022. 

 
Community Conversations: Newfield 
Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce is hosting an event on Friday, October 14 at the 
Newfield School. An announcement of the meeting will be posted on the Town Website and 
the Town Facebook and Newfield Community Facebook pages. 

 
Municipal Training Courses on Solar and Battery Storage Regulations - 10/5 and 11/2 
A recording of the two courses are/will be available to those who registered for the classes. 

 
Closing Privilege of the Floor 
There were no public comments. 

 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Leo Tidd and seconded by Vanessa 
Greenlee. The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Leo Tidd at 8:23 PM. The next 
general meeting of the Newfield Planning Board will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 
November 2, 2022 at the Town Hall. The meeting will also be hosted on Zoom. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Lapp 
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