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Newfield Hamlet Planning Forum Handout 
 

1.    What is the Purpose of this Newfield Hamlet Planning Forum?  

 The purpose of this planning forum is to discuss the community vision for the intersection of Main 
Street, Bridge Street and Shaffer Road.  

2. Why is this location of importance? 

This intersection includes: the historic Newfield Covered Bridge, the Covered Bridge Market, the Town 
Hall, Tioga State Bank and the TCAT bus stop.  In essence, it is a critical focal point for residents and 
visitors to the hamlet. 

Currently, the intersection provides no crosswalks, has no traffic control signage on Bridge Street, and 
parking spots are not delineated in the large, paved area around the intersection.  

Traffic Safety studies over the five- year period from 2015 – 2019 list this intersection as having the 
second highest crash rate in the town and the fourth highest crash severity index rating based on the 
2015-2019 data. Specifically, there were seven crashes between 2015 and 2019 at the Main 
Street/Shaffer Road intersection.  

3. What are the specific discussion topics to be focused on during breakout sessions? 
 

• Safety – e.g.  Crosswalks,   speed control, signage, road surface alignment and grading 
• Parking – e.g.  What quantity of parking spaces is needed, where located, and how designated? 
• Aesthetics – e.g.  How can the appeal of the area be improved? 
• Economic Development - e.g.  What types of business are suitable for Main Street? How can 

Newfield support and expand upon tourism? 
 

4. What was the Cornell Design Connect Project?  

Design Connect is a student run community design organization that selected Newfield to work with in 
Spring 2021. The purpose of the Project was to develop a plan to encourage a walkable, attractive, vital 
hamlet downtown.  During the Project, the student team conducted research on the Hamlet (including a 
survey and interviews with community stakeholders) and developed potential improvement concepts 
for consideration in a presentation and report to the Town.  The Planning Board has not yet endorsed a 
specific plan for the intersection and this meeting will help continue the community discussion of the 
priorities for the intersection.   
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5. 2021 Community Survey Results- Key Findings    

Findings of a Spring 2021 survey with approximately 110 responses included the following:   

• Destinations that bring people to the hamlet include the Library, School, Covered Bridge Market, 
and Town Hall.  Events such as the Mill Park Concert series were mentioned as a major positive.  

• Most respondents (60%) felt very or somewhat safe crossing the street in the hamlet, but 54% 
felt somewhat to very unsafe walking on the side of the road (in areas without sidewalks). 

• Finding a parking spot close to your destination was considered easy or somewhat easy by 61% 
of respondents.  Identifying parking spot boundary lines was rated at least somewhat difficult by 
59%.    
 

• Summary of Hamlet needs based on survey responses and comments:  
 

o Desire for increased retail/business variety and dining options was a very common 
theme (specific suggestions included coffee shop, laundromat or a gathering place 
similar to Brookton's Market in Brooktondale).  However, others noted that the hamlet 
may not be able to support this type of businesses (based on the small size/traffic) or 
were concerned that more business could negatively affect the hamlet character.  

o Crosswalks, Sidewalks, paths and trails safe for a variety of users (including young 
children and people with disabilities, including wheelchair users).  Existing sidewalks are 
uneven and not continuous.  

o Seating and street beautification  
o Vehicles speeding and safety on Main Street and Shaffer Road.  

 
6. Who are the sponsors of this workshop and what are their roles?  

 
a. The Newfield Planning Board was created in 2007 to “protect the health, safety and 

general welfare of the community, and to facilitate planning for transportation, water 
and sewer improvements, drainage, schools, parks and recreation through the use of 
comprehensive planning.”  The Planning Board has an advisory role in offering advice to 
the Town Board on issues such as the Comprehensive Plan, land use and environmental 
issues. The Planning Board consists of five volunteer members, appointed to five year 
terms by the Town Board.   

b. Newfield Town Board is comprised of four at-large-members and the Town Supervisor. 
Terms of office are four years with an election cycle occurring bi-annually. 

c. Braver Angels, launched in 2016, is a national movement to bring conservative, liberals, 
and others together – not to find centrist compromise, but to find each other as citizens. 
Through workshops, in which Braver Angels serve as facilitators and moderators, 
Americans understand each other beyond stereotypes and to form community alliances. 

 

 


