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The September 1, 2022 business meeting was held in person at the Newfield Town Hall and 

remotely via Zoom. 

Present in person were: Supervisor Michael Allinger, Councilmembers- Joanne James, 

Christine Laughlin, Heather McCarty, Councilperson Casey Powers, Town Bookkeeper Blixy 

Taetzsch, Town Clerk Karen Miller Kenerson. 

Supervisor Allinger called the Town Board Meeting to order at 7:05 PM, the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.  

Agenda Approval- No changes or additions 
Privilege of the Floor- none 

Communications- Bookkeeper Taetzsch recommended to the Board a back-up payroll 

person was needed in case she was not available. The Board approved Linda Smith to be 

trained to perform payroll data entry when needed. The Supervisor and or Deputy 

Supervisor will perform the bank transfers needed for payroll.  

ACTION ITEMS 

Approval of WIAA Grant Application (Revised):2022 Water Infrastructure Improvement Action 

Resolution Regarding Town of Newfield, Tompkins County< NY Town of Newfield Drinking 

Water Supply 

Bookkeeper Taetzsch reported this was a correction to the argininal resolution approved at 

a prior meeting. 

Motion to approve the corrected resolution was offered by Councilperson Laughlin, 

seconded by Councilperson McCarty as follows:   

Resolution NO. 45-2022 

022 WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT ACT 

RESOLUTION REGARDING 

TOWN OF NEWFIELD, TOMPKINS COUNTY, NY 

TOWN OF NEWFIELD DRINKING WATER SOURCE SUPPLY 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield (hereinafter the “Town”) maintains the Town of Newfield 

Municipal Water System; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield proposes to undertake the Town of Newfield Drinking Water 

Source Supply Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Engineering Report prepared by Hunt Engineers recommends 

securing a new water source and water main replacement, with a total project cost estimate of 

$6,401,698; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield is seeking financial assistance through the 2022 NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure Improvement Act Program; and 
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WHEREAS, the grant application requires that the applicant adopt a resolution that authorizes: the 

undertaking of the project and the maximum total cost of the project; expenditures for the project, 

including identification of any non-municipal source of funds; obligation of funds necessary to 

meet any required local match, including any cash and/or in-kind services; and when applicable, the 

submission of an application for financial assistance. The resolution must also designate a 

representative of the applicant who is authorized to sign the funding agreement with EFC and any 

associated documents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Newfield authorizes the undertaking of the 

Drinking Water Source Supply project and the maximum total cost of the project $6,401,698; the 

Town anticipates submission to WIIA for up to $3,841,019; anticipating receipt of the WIIA Grant 

the Town’s local match is estimated to be approximately $2,560,679; other future funding sources 

(e.g., NYS DEC Water Quality Improvement Program, Economic Development, USDA Rural 

Development, NYS Environmental Facilities Corp., etc.) will be pursued ; and when applicable, the 

submission of an application for financial assistance; and 

RESOLVED that the Town of Newfield authorizes preparation and submission of an application 

for grant funding under the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure 

Improvement Act Program on behalf of the Town of Newfield; and 

RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute a Grant Agreement with the NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents, and instruments 

necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the Town’s obligations under the Water 

Infrastructure Improvement Act Grant Agreement; and 

RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute expenditures for the Project under 

the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure Improvement Act Program 

on behalf of the Town of Newfield. 

This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Passed by the following vote of all Board of Trustees of the Town of Newfield Board Members 

voting in favor thereof:  

Vote AYES  4 Laughlin, McCarty, Powers and Allinger 

NAY  0 

 ABSENT 1 James 

Carried 

Approval of 202b Resolution- Water District Improvements: Resolution of the Town Board of 

the Town of Newfield, Tompkins County, New York (The “Town”) Pursuant to Section202-b of 
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the Town Law Determining That it is in The Public Interest to Undertake Certain 

Improvements to the Town of Newfield Water District no. 1 and Water District No. 2 Facilities 

 

Bookkeeper Taetzsch stated this is a revised grant submission due to increasing costs. 

Motion to approve Resolution NO. 46-2022 was offered by Councilperson McCarty, 

seconded by Councilperson Powers as follows:  

 

Resolution NO. 46-2022 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NEWFIELD, TOMPKINS 

COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE “TOWN”) PURSUANT TO SECTION 202-b OF THE TOWN 

LAW DETERMINING THAT IT IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST TO UNDERTAKE CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS TO TOWN OF NEWFIELD WATER DISTRICT NO. 1 AND WATER 

DISTRICT NO. 2 FACILITIES 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2022, the Town Board of the Town of Newfield, Tompkins County, 

New York (the “Town”), adopted an order (the “2022 Order”) determining that it was in the 

Town’s public interest to authorize certain improvements to the facilities serving Town of Newfield 

Water District No. 1 and Water District No. 2, as set forth and described in a certain engineering 

report as prepared by Hunt Engineers, Architects, Land Surveyors & Landscape Architect DPC (the 

“Engineer”) dated September 2020 as revised October 2021 (the “Project”), all in accordance with 

Section 202-b of the Town Law; and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 50-2021, adopted on May 10, 2022, immediately prior to the 2022 

Order, the Town Board determined pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act and 

the regulations of the Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated thereunder (6 

NYCRR Part 617.5(c)) (collectively, “SEQRA”), that said public improvement and purpose 

constitutes a “Type I” action under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and the 

regulations promulgated thereunder (6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)) (collectively, “SEQRA”) and based 

on its coordinated review determined that the Project will result in no significant impacts and, 

therefore, (a) the action is not one which “may include the potential for at least one significant 

adverse environmental impact,” (b) “there will be no significant adverse environmental impacts,” 

(c) no “environmental impact statement” need be prepared, as such quoted terms are defined in 

SEQRA, and (d) such determination constitutes a negative declaration for purposes of SEQRA; and 

WHEREAS, the Engineer has informed the Town that due to a significant rise in the costs of 

materials and labor, the estimated maximum cost of the Project shall need to be increased by 

$1,573,445 to a total of $6,401,698, all as is more particularly described in a certain engineering 

report as prepared by Hunt Engineers, Architects, Land Surveyors & Landscape Architect DPC (the 

“Engineer”) dated September 2020, as revised October 2021, and as further revised August 2022, 

and on file with the Town Clerk’s office; and 

WHEREAS, by resolution adopted on August 10, 2022, at a regular meeting of the Town Board, a 

public hearing was called to be held on September 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town of Newfield 
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Town Hall, 166 Main Street, Newfield, New York 14687, to consider if it is in the public interest to 

increase the estimated maximum cost of the Project, along with the amount of any serial bonds 

authorized to be issued in connection therewith, by $1,573,445 to a total of $6,401,698, and to hear 

all persons interested in the subject matter thereof; and 

WHEREAS, notice of said public hearing certified by the Town Clerk was duly published and 

posted as required by law, to wit: a duly certified copy thereof was published in the Ithaca Journal, 

the official newspaper of the Town, on August 18, 2022 and a copy of such notice was posted on 

August 18, 2022 on the signboard maintained by the Town Clerk, and on the Town’s website, 

pursuant to Town Law Section 30(6); and 

WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held at the time and place set forth in said notice, at 

which all persons desiring to be heard were duly heard. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NEWFIELD, TOMPKINS 

COUNTY, NEW YORK HEREBY RESOLVES, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Based in part upon the evidence given at the aforesaid public hearing, it is hereby 

found and determined that it is in the public interest to undertake the Project as hereinabove 

described at the estimated maximum cost of $6,401,698. The Town is hereby authorized to 

undertake the Project at such estimated maximum cost. 

SECTION 2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a certified copy of this 

resolution to be duly recorded in the office of the County Clerk, County of Tompkins, New York 

within ten (10) days after the adoption hereof, in accordance with Section 195 of the Town Law. 

SECTION 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which 

resulted as follows: 

AYES: NAYS: 

Supervisor Mike Allinger AYE  

Joanne James  ABSENT 

Christine Laughlin  AYE 

Casey Powers  AYE 

Heather McCarty  AYE 

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted by a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays. 

Approval of Revised Bond Resolution- Water District Improvements: Bond Resolution of The Town 

Board of the Town of Newfield, Tompkins County, New York (The “Town”), Authorizing the 
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Issuance of Up To $6,401,698 in Serial Bonds of The Town to Finance Certain Improvements to 

Town of Newfield Water District No. 1 and Water District No. 2 Facilities 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 47-2022 approving the revised bond resolution was offered by 

Councilperson Laughlin, seconded by Councilperson Powers as follows: 

Resolution No. 47-2022 

2022 WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT ACT 

RESOLUTION REGARDING 

TOWN OF NEWFIELD, TOMPKINS COUNTY, NY 

TOWN OF NEWFIELD DRINKING WATER SOURCE SUPPLY 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield (hereinafter the “Town”) maintains the Town of Newfield 

Municipal Water System; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield proposes to undertake the Town of Newfield Drinking Water 

Source Supply Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Engineering Report prepared by Hunt Engineers recommends 

securing a new water source and water main replacement, with a total project cost estimate of 

$6,401,698; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newfield is seeking financial assistance through the 2022 NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure Improvement Act Program; and 

WHEREAS, the grant application requires that the applicant adopt a resolution that authorizes: the 

undertaking of the project and the maximum total cost of the project; expenditures for the project, 

including identification of any non-municipal source of funds; obligation of funds necessary to 

meet any required local match, including any cash and/or in-kind services; and when applicable, the 

submission of an application for financial assistance. The resolution must also designate a 

representative of the applicant who is authorized to sign the funding agreement with EFC and any 

associated documents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Newfield authorizes the undertaking of the 

Drinking Water Source Supply project and the maximum total cost of the project $6,401,698; the 

Town anticipates submission to WIIA for up to $3,841,019; anticipating receipt of the WIIA Grant 

the Town’s local match is estimated to be approximately $2,560,679; other future funding sources 

(e.g., NYS DEC Water Quality Improvement Program, Economic Development, USDA Rural 

Development, NYS Environmental Facilities Corp., etc.) will be pursued ; and when applicable, the 

submission of an application for financial assistance; and 
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RESOLVED that the Town of Newfield authorizes preparation and submission of an application 

for grant funding under the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure 

Improvement Act Program on behalf of the Town of Newfield; and 

RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute a Grant Agreement with the NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents, and instruments 

necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the Town’s obligations under the Water 

Infrastructure Improvement Act Grant Agreement; and 

RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute expenditures for the Project under 

the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation’s Water Infrastructure Improvement Act Program 

on behalf of the Town of Newfield. 

This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Passed by the following vote of all Board of Trustees of the Town of Newfield Board Members 

voting in favor thereof: 

Vote AYES  4 Laughlin, McCarty, Powers and Allinger 

NAY  0 

 ABSENT 1 James 

Carried 

Approval of Resolution to Participate in Safe Streets Grant: Town of Newfield Resolution No 48-

2022, Approval to Partner on Federal Safe Streets and Roads for all Planning Grants Opportunity, 

September 1, 2022 

Motion to approve the partnership for Federal Safe Streets and Roads Planning Opportunities was 

offered by Councilperson McCarty, seconded by Councilperson Laughlin as follows:  

Town of Newfield  
Resolution No. 48-2022  

Approval to Partner on Federal Safe Streets and Roads for All Planning Grant Opportunity  
September 1, 2022  

  
WHEREAS, in 2022, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law established the new Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) federal 
grant program, with up to one billion dollars appropriated in FY22, and with a local match of 20% of the project cost; 
and  
WHEREAS, local municipalities are eligible to apply for funding to create a detailed transportation safety “Action Plan”, 
either individually or in collaboration with other municipalities; and  
WHEREAS, the FY22 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO, available here: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=340385), states that applications with multiple municipalities partnering to create a plan will be 
more competitive for funding than applications from a single municipality; and  
WHEREAS, successful creation of an Action Plan in this grant cycle would make the partnering municipalities eligible to 
apply for implementation grants in future years of this grant program, either individually or in collaboration again; and  

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=340385
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=340385
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WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca has agreed to be the “Lead Applicant” on this planning grant application, with multiple 
neighboring municipalities expressing interest in applying as “Joint Applicants”, including the following in alphabetical 
order:   

• Town of Caroline  
• Town of Danby  
• Town of Dryden  
• Town of Ithaca  
• Town of Lansing  
• Town of Newfield  
• Village of Cayuga Heights  
• Village of Lansing  

WHEREAS, the role of the City of Ithaca as Lead Applicant will be to complete the online application on behalf of all 
partnering municipalities for FY22 funding, with an application due date of September 15, 2022; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca is presenting a resolution to its Common Council, requesting a budget to fund the study in 
whole at $750,000, to be eventually reimbursed 80% by the grant, with individual municipalities reimbursing the City of 
Ithaca for its share of the 20% local match.  The Town of Newfield’s share of the local match will be $5,285; then be it  
  
RESOLVED, that the Town of Newfield agrees to partner with the City of Ithaca and other neighboring municipalities to 
jointly apply for the SS4A planning grant opportunity to create an Action Plan that uncovers both regional and 
municipality-specific transportation safety problems, as well as presents detailed regional and municipality-specific 
solutions; and  
RESOLVED, that the Town of Newfield agrees to reimburse the City of Ithaca for its share of the 20% local match 
($150,000 total local match for a $750,000 total project cost), specifically that the Town of Newfield will reimburse the 
City of Ithaca the amount of $5,285.  
 

Vote AYES  4 Laughlin, McCarty, Powers and Allinger 

NAY  0 

 ABSENT 1 James 

Carried 

Old Business  

Conversation about funding the Sewer Project 

Bookkeeper Taetzsch reported the Town has 2 grants for the sewer project and there is an 

opportunity for grants and low-cost funding from EFC. The Town will need an RFP for 

Architecture and Engineering Services. 

Schedule areas covered for each Budget Meeting: 

Tentative meeting dates are scheduled as follows 

September 15, 2022- Blixy will present Salary line proposals 

September 20, 2022- Recreation 
September 27, 2022- Highway, Water Districts 1 & 2 and Sewer Departments 
September 29, 2022- Wrap up 

Discussion moving forward with Rural Youth Services and CCE 
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Bookkeeper Taetzsch commented the 2023 Revenues and Expenses will be calculated in the 

Recreation line in the upcoming Budget discussions. Youth Council Composition and 

Operation Guidelines need to be discussed. It is felt membership to the Newfield Youth 

Services Board should be by application process with Town Board member approval. October 

is targeted for organization. 

Discussion on Updated designs for Town Hall and Town Park 

Stream Collaborative submitted new proposed designs for the Town Hall and Town Park from 

suggestions that were made after first submission.  It was agreed the single-story pavilion 

was a better idea for the Town Park.  

Updates on Park Grand Opening/Recognition Ceremony 

Presently the date for the ribbon cutting is September 10, 2022 depending on whether the 

signs are ready and weather. The alternative date is September 17, 2022. 

 

r provision thereof other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. 

 At 8:32 pm, a motion was offered by Councilperson Laughlin to adjourn, seconded by 

Councilperson Powers. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,       September 2, 2022 

Karen Miller Kenerson, RMC 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 


