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Town of Newfield
Planning Board — Meeting Minutes APPROVED

Newfield Town Hall, 166 Main Street, Newfield, NY
September 4, 2024 @ 7:00 PM

Present: Deb Eichten, (Chair); Mike McLaughlin; Lynne Sheldon (Secretary); Mike Allinger (Town
Supervisor); Ben Emery

Absent:

Excused: Tom Heffron (Vice Chair)

Guests: Kevin Hurlburt

Call Meeting to Order:

Deb Eichten, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.

Revisions to Agenda:

There were no changes to the agenda.

Approval of Meeting Minutes of Auqust 14, 2024

There was one revision to the minutes. Ms. Eichten stated the motion listed needed an
amendment. (red-lined)

MOTION TO COMPOSE A SURVEY OR INTERVIEW WITH THE SEVEN COMMUNITIES FOR
REFERENCES REGARDING THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH TJA SOLAR AND THEIR SOLAR
PROJECTS

It was MOVED by Ms. Eichten, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, and unanimously adopted by voice
vote by members present in person, to approve composing a survey or interview with seven
communities for references regarding their relationship with TJA Solar and their solar projects upon
application fee being paid by TJA Solar. MOTION CARRIED.

It was MOVED by Ms. Eichten, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, and unanimously adopted by
voice vote by members present, to approve the minutes of August 14, 2024. MINUTES APPROVED.

Ms. Eichten mentioned that there are opportunities for upcoming planning board member
training. She said that SEQRA (State Environmental Quality Review) is offered this month as well as
a planning conference in October.

Opening Privilege of the Floor:

Town resident, Kevin Hulburt, was in attendance. He did not have any questions or comments
at this time.



Site Plan/New Building Permits Review (Housing & Recreation)

Ms. Eichten mentions that there have been no new submissions for site plans or building permits
since August 23.

Ms. Eichten said that she spoke with the Town Clerk who said that they will work with the Town Code
Enforcement Officer and encourage him to attend meetings quarterly to answer questions about the building
permit process.

The Board reviewed the Comprehensive Plan and focused on the recreation and housing sections. The
board discussed promoting cycling-friendly routes (possibility of hosting a biathlon) and adult recreation
opportunities, including pickleball courts and tennis courts.

Mr. Allinger mentioned the need for wider roads for cycling and the possibility of using county roads for
safer routes. He also said it would be beneficial to create a map of cycling routes.

Ms. Eichten suggested identifying and promoting historical sites in Newfield, such as the Susquehanna
watershed and the Old Growth Forest. Mr. McLauglin discussed the challenges of getting permission for
signage and the potential benefits of promoting local history.

Mr. MclLauglin discussed lack of housing in the Town of Newfield and the need for infrastructure
improvements (particularly water and sewer systems) to support future development. The idea of cluster
developments and the challenges of getting water and sewer infrastructure is discussed. Ms. Eichten also
mentions the need to invite experts to educate them on new ways of looking at housing developments and
infrastructure. She asked members if they would approve hosting citizen educational sessions by bringing in
external experts (such as Cornell) to discuss new housing development options.

The Board also discussed the need to fill another alternate seat.

Action Items:

I.  Reach out to contacts at the county or state level to invite an expert speaker to educate
the planning board on housing development strategies.

II.  Speak with the local historical society to get recommendations on key historical/geological
sites to potentially add signage for.

lll. ldentify roads in Newfield that could have "share the road" signage installed.

Closing Privilege of the Floor

None currently.

Closing/Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Lynne Sheldon, Planning Board Secretary
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