


NEWFIELD NEWSLETTER « JULY 2026 2

Celebrate America 250 at Newfield
Old Home Days, July 24-25

continued from cover page

Friday night brings the return
of some old favorites as well

as some new offerings. Both
the pie-baking contest and the
Cornell raptors will be on

the grounds.

Bring some extra cash for the
auctioning of the winning
pies in the adult and children’s
categories. Raffle baskets will
be available both Friday night
and all day Saturday.

Kiddie land should be open
both Friday night and all day
Sat., offering kiddie bumper
cars, bounce house and do-it-
yourself entertainment (think
like Fred Flintstone) and
various games. Keep your eyes
open for the Meg-a-Moo ice
cream truck!

Friday night will close with
an amazing “Celebrate 250”
fireworks display!

Saturday kicks off with the
parade at 11:00AM, running
from the bank to the school.
Prizes will be given for the
various participant groups.

A chicken barbeque will be sold
from the Elementary school
kitchen, noon until gone. The
Lions tent will be open all day.

There will be vendors in the
lower gymnasium and outside.

Pony rides and a petting zoo
can be found across the parking
lot in lot behind the James
property. Games and activities
for older kids will be located
in the area of the Kellogg’s
Corner school house. Saturday
will also offer the ping pong
ball drop and possibly a return
of the kiddie tractor pulls and
giant slip and slide.

Questions can be submitted to
newfieldoldhomedays
(@gmail.com.

Hope to see you there!

Victoria Cody

Interview with Mebrabyan
Tree Nursery continued from
cover page

Creek Farm, and after a few
years of working hard and
learning a lot, he decided to
branch out.

Around 2020, Sarik and his
tamily of four bought this
5-acre dairy farm property.
He transformed the barn and
two years later he built a high
tunnel “hoop house” to grow
trees and vegetables, always
creating a healthy diversity
(garlic rising throughout) with
organic practices, receiving his
compost from Cornell. Sarik
works energetically, mostly

alone, but is well-connected in
the local community. He told
about how, years ago, his tractor
broke down and Bob Mazourek
of Newfield helped him out,
plowing repeatedly throughout
the pasture. Now Sarik has

only one farm machine: a
beautiful tree-planting rig (see
photo) that requires three
workers - one to drive, two to
plant, one to follow. They’d
finishedplanting a field with
long rows of quince

trees and other favorites just
the day before our interview.

It looked flawless, with a good
irrigation system.

This small farm has no signage,
the road is steep, drivers are
tast, so going up Millard Hill
Road one must carefully turn
left in the driveway to park
behind the barn. The renovated
lower level of the barn is

a very cool place (literally).
There’s a cooling system
running throughout different
rooms to keep the root stock
chip-budding bundles healthy,
green, and ready for shipment.
Currently 90-percent of his
business involves packaging and
shipping, with orders coming in
from all over North America,
usually in February or March
(10-percent of shipping orders
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are within New York State).
The other 10-percent involves
pick-up orders, including
folks coming up from PA and
customers who live locally
(though Newfield Newsletter
hopes to improve on that.)

The apple trees are created
through chip-budding rather
than grafting, due to the late-
winter timing of the shipping
season. Stone fruit trees — such
as apricot, peach, and especially
quince — are also popular
sellers, as are “serviceberries”
(aka juneberries) grown

in the hoophouse, selling

about 400-500 trees last year.
Other trees are grown only
from seeds, but also in the
hoophouse: hazelnuts, paw-
paw, persimmons, mulberry and
sugar maple. Some examples
of prices: apple tree (2 years
old) $22.95 per tree; pear trees

Sebring Cemetary Before

(2 years old) $29.95 per tree; a
bundle of 30+ rootstock trees
is $22 per tree (discount). See
website for details: it is very
informative, easy to use, and
beautiful too! https://www.

mehrabvannursery.com/

Community
Spotlight:
Matt Watros

Have you noticed the work that
has been done at the Sebring
Cemetery? It looks amazing]

If you are wondering who

to thank for it, here is your
answer: Matt Watros. Not only
has he mowed, weeded, and
trimmed trees, he has cleaned
many of the gravestones as
well. When asked what inspired
him to do it, he explained that,
as Deputy Town Historian,

Sebring Cemetary After

he wanted to get to work

on a project. Since he likes
working outside and enjoys
physical labor, restoring the
cemetery was a perfect fit.
When a cemetery is no longer
managed by an association,

the maintenance falls to the
municipality. Our town highway
department has done a good
job keeping it mowed over

the years (many of us have
witnessed Kevin Berggren
weed eating the bank himself),
but Matt offered to take over
and has been working hard on
it ever since. He is using his
own equipment: push mower,
weed eater, wheelbarrow, hand
tools, etc. Recently he had to
borrow a push mower when his
own died due to lots of sapling
stumps, rocks, and debris in
the overgrown grass. He even
made his own tripod for lifting
stones. In June, the Town
provided Matt with a push
mower to use. The Town has
also offered to provide supplies
as well as the Fire Department.

Some community members
have also jumped in to help.
Daniel Gladstone used his
skid-steer to pull some invasive
bushes and trees from part

of the hedgerow. Ed Pakkala
replaced the signs and Bob


https://www.mehrabyannursery.com/
https://www.mehrabyannursery.com/
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Pabis added American flags at
each gate. Others show their
support by beeping their horn
or waiving energetically as we
drive by when Matt is there.
What’s next? He has already
started on the Bank Street
Cemetery. Bravo, Matt — way to
make your community proud!

Town of Newfield
Update, July 2026

Data Center Moratorium:
Town Board has declared a
temporary one year town-wide
moratorium on the review
and/or approval of any

new or existing Data
Processing Centers.

Highway Department:
Douglas Road work is
complete. Grinding and paving
on Decker and Crescent Roads
is also complete. Mowing is
being completed on a

regular schedule.

Water and Sewer Position:
The Town interviewed five
candidates for the Water Sewer
position in April. Of the five
it was decided to invite two
candidates for a second round
of interviews. The Town has
hired Troy Pickard, who will
start in June.

Water Main

Replacement Project:
Short-term financing has closed
on this project, and we will
soon be able to draw funds to
cover project costs. We will

be working with HUNT to
seek additional funding for the
project from CDBG funds.
The timing for completing the
short-term financing required
by the grantor have put
securing a general contractor
for the project into the 2027
construction season.

TJA Solar Project:

The Solar project on Millard
Hill initiated with TJA Solar
will finally be underway in
2026. Green Spark Solar (GSS)
will be handling construction
and installation of solar panels
while KSI Solar will own and
operate the solar farm into

the future. Construction is
planned to begin by October
of this year with completion
estimated by summer of 2027.
Interconnection to the grid is

planned from summer 2027
to early 2028.

Town Website and
Recreation Software:

The Town is contracting with
CivicPlus to revise the Town
website. Mike Allinger, Town
Supervisor and Blixy Taetzsch,

Town Accountant, took a
follow-up call from CivicPlus to
get a demo of their Recreation
solution on April 14th. They
were impressed with what they
saw and feel that this would be
a considerable improvement
over the software we are
currently using for tracking
registrations, scheduling and
expenses. We are seeking a
bundling of the website and
recreation software as that

will give us an overall price
break on the two.

Eastern Finger Lakes
Coalition - Funding for
Seeley Hill Road:

Angel Hinickle of Tompkins
County Soil and Water
Conservation District has
reached out to us with a
proposed project to stream
stabilization along Seely Hill
Road. The project involves
culvert replacement and stream
stabilization. The Town is being
asked to replace the culverts
draining into the project site
and funding is being sought

by the Eastern Finger Lakes
Coalition (EFLC) for stream
stabilization of two sections of

Brain Teaser

What five-letter word becomes
shorter when you add 2 letters to it?

The answer can be found on page 8!
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the stream. The Town is being
asked to sign a memorandum

of understanding (MOU) for
the project.

Planning Board:

The planning board has begun
discussing an update to the
Town’s Comprehensive plan,
first completed in 2013, and
available to view here: https://

newfieldny.org/government/
planning-board/town-plan/

Anyone interested in applying
for the open planning board
position please see information
here: https://newfieldny.org/
government/planning-board/

The Newfield
Historical Society
has Moved!

The Newtfield Historical Society
1s settling into its new home,
the Marian Olli Ingerson
History Center, at 264 Main
Street. The property was
generously donated by Kevin
Ingerson in memory of his late
wife Marian. We look forward
to showing it off and sharing
it with the community. Please
stop in for a tout!

We would welcome community
volunteers to assist with

some repair and maintenance
projects such as installing rain
gutters, outdoor painting, and
maintaining Marian’s beautiful
perennial gardens.

Our newest exhibit celebrates
Newfield’s rich history as

well as the 250th (semi
quincentennial) anniversary of
our nation. Come take a look!

We invite you to join us any
2nd and 4th Saturday from
10AM to 2PM at 264 Main
Street, as well as across the
street at the Kellogg’s
Corners Schoolhouse.

Our mission is to collect,
preserve, and share the history

of Newtield, NY. In addition,
we aim to facilitate research

THIS L’ROPEM"Y DONATED TO.
: ELD mstnmcﬁg SREIETY.

BY stw ING sﬂﬁ‘ A

Newfield History Center Stone Sign

into family histories, properties,
and broader aspects of
community history.

The Newfield Historical
Society also facilitates honoring
Newfield veterans through two
national programs, Hometown
Heroes and Wreaths Across
America. Stop by the History
Center soon to learn how

we can help you honor a
veteran through either or both
programs.

We will be unveiling a new
historical marker on Main
Street, in front of the bank,

right before the Old Home Day
parade begins.

For more information, or
to offer assistance with our
mission, please contact us
at newfieldarchives@gmail.
com, or visit our Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/

NHS14867/), or our website

(www.newfieldhistoricalsociety.

com).

Donations and memberships
can be paid through our
PayPal Link: (https://tinyurl.
com/4ruhwpnt) and Venmo
(@Newfield_Historical).



https://newfieldny.org/government/planning-board/town-plan/
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Library News

Hello from the staff and board
of trustees at Newfield Public
Library! Our 2026 Summer
Reading Program is in full
swing as of July 1. Itis not

too late to sign up so consider
joining us and tell a friend

who might be interested. The
program is FREE and for ALL
ages. All participants receive

a free book every week and
chances to win prizes. Visit
our website to see all of the
scheduled programs. Here are
some highlights:

A 4-week series of children’s
music classes starts July 21 at
10:30 a.m. “SingSong Music,”
led by local musician and

music educator Amy Puryear,

is a series of fun-filled classes
geared toward ages 1-4 (but all
are welcome) and their parents/

Newfield Music Series

caregivers to enjoy music
together in a circle setting.

“Digging Dinos” is Thursday,
July 23 at 2 p.m. by popular
storyteller Diane Edgecomb
who combines scientific facts
with a dose of humor.

Saturday, Aug; 1 at 10:30 a.m.
we are taking a field trip to the
Museum of the Earth.

Tuesday, Aug. 4 at 2 p.m.
The REV Theatre Company
of Auburn will perform a
new show titled “Jack and
the Turnip Root,” a playful
new fairy tale featuring Jack
(of Beanstalk fame), now
spoiled and wealthy from the
Giant’s treasutres, who must
learn bravery, kindness, and
teamwork to help save

their world. This event will

2026 NEWFIELD
MUSIC SERIES AT
MILL PARK

1

June 24 - Penny Royal
July 8 - Tthaca Bottom Boys

July 22 - Friends2Lovers / Livers

: August 5 - JP Payton & Janet Batch

August 19 - Lloyd’s Boys

ALL SHOWS START AT 6PM

be at the Newfield Methodist
Church pavilion.

Thursday, Aug, 20 at 5 p.m.
is our celebration picnic with
David Black’s “Dino-Tastic
Adventure,” an exciting
performance that blends
music, storytelling, puppetry
and magic.

We welcome your feedback on
other services and programs
we should consider. Stop by to
talk to any staff member, call
607-564-3594, or email us at
newfieldlibrary(@gmail.com.
See you at the library!

Newfield Music
Series at Mill Park
Celebrates 10 Years

We’ll see you at Mill Park for
five (5) Wednesday evenings
this summer as the Music Series
rings in its 10th year — with

an eclectic lineup of sounds
highlighting the incredibly

rich regional music scene. All
shows are FREE and there’s
something for everyone!

June 24: Penny Royal
July 8: Ithaca Bottom Boys

July 22: Friends 2 Lovers
+ Livers
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Big Boy No. 4014 at Tioga Center

Aug 5: JP Payton + Janet Batch
swappin’ songs

Aug 23: Lloyd’s Boys

As always the music starts at
6pm and goes until about 7:45.
The Covered Bridge Market
provides amazing food and
has been well-received these
last two years. Also, look for
the Newfield Travel Club to be
selling desserts to raise money
for their trip to Costa Rica.

Thanks to our main sponsor
Tioga State Bank and the
Newfield Community
Council, Newfield

Masons, and Greensprings
Natural Cemetery.

We’ll see you at the park!

Big Boy No. 4014 in
the Neighborhood —

On June 12, the Newfield
Newsletter was 1n Tioga
Center to catch Union Pacific’s
famed Big Boy No. 4014, the
world’s largest operating steam
locomotive, rolling through
this summer for the first time
as part of a historic coast-
to-coast tour to celebrate
America’s 250th anniversary
and the Transcontinental
Railroad 150th. The Eastern
U.S. tour includes a Fourth of
July celebration in Philadelphia,
major display events in eight
cities and more than 50 whistle-
stops in 10 states, including
stops for the first time in
Indiana, Ohio, New York

and Pennsylvania.

Drive Change in

Your Community
with FISH!

FISH (Friends In Service
Helping) is looking for
compassionate volunteer drivers
to help Tompkins County
residents get to non-emergency
medical appointments. If you

have a valid driver’s license
and a desire to support your
neighbors, this is a meaningful
way to give back.

Why Volunteer?

Flexible Scheduling — Choose
the rides that fit your day. No
obligation to accept every
request. We contact volunteers
days in advance with ride
requests, allowing them to plan
around their personal schedule.

Use Your Car or Ours — Drive
your own vehicle and receive
mileage reimbursement at the
IRS-rate (currently $0.72/
mile), or use an Ithaca Carshare
vehicle for free!

Make a Difference — Every
ride helps a neighbor access
essential care with dignity
and comfort.

Give a ride. Take a ride.
Strengthen our community
with FISH. Even a few hours a
month can make a difference.

Learn more at fishoftc.com or
call 211 / 877-211-8667



http://fishoftc.com




