
Town of Newfield, Tompkins County, New York Local Law Number ??  of the Year 2023 

A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE USE, OPERATION AND REGULATION OF NEWFIELD 
SEWER DISTRICT NUMBER 1. 
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SEWER USE LAW 
 

ARTICLE I   SHORT TITLE AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  

ARTICLE II   DEFINITIONS 

ARTICLE III  USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS 

ARTICLE IV  REQUIRED PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

ARTICLE V   PROTECTION FROM DAMAGE 

ARTICLE VI  USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS 
 
ARTICLE VII  BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS 
 
ARTICLE VIII MATERIALS AND SUBSTANCES EXCLUDED FROM PUBLIC SEWERS 
 
ARTICLE IX  TOXIC SUBSTANCES PROHIBITED OR ACCEPTED CONDITIONALLY 
 
ARTICLE X  DISPOSAL OF INDUSTRIAL WASTES 
 
ARTICLE XI  TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 
 
ARTICLE XII  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
ARTICLE XIII GENERAL SEWER RENT AND SEWER SURCHARGE  

ARTICLE XIV  ENFCECEMENT AND PENALTIES 

ARTICLE XV  VALIDITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 
  



ARTICLE I 
 

SHORT TITLE AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 
 

53.1 Short Title: These rules and regulations shall be known as the Sewer Use Law for Sewer District 
Number 1 (S.D. #1) of Town of Newfield. 

53.2 Purposes: The purposes of these rules and regulations are specifically stated in paragraphs 53.3 
through 53.12a. 

53.3  To permit the discharge of sanitary sewage and normal sewage into the sanitary sewers of S.D. #1 
of the Town of Newfield. 

53.4 To prohibit excessive volumes and/or inordinate rates of flow of sewage and wastes into the sewer 
system of S.D. #1, Town of Newfield. 

53.5 To prohibit the contribution of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes of a flammable nature or 
which create in any way a poisonous or hazardous environment for sewer maintenance and 
operation personnel. 

53.6  To prohibit the contribution of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes which may cause 
maintenance difficulties in the trunk sewers, force mains, pumping stations, sewage regulators and 
other structures and appurtenances of S.D. #1, Town of Newfield. 

53.7  To prohibit the contribution of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes which may create 
operating difficulties at the water pollution control plants as they now exist or may be constructed, 
modified or improved in the future. 

53.8  To prohibit and/or to regulate by license or permit the contribution of sewage, industrial wastes or 
other wastes which require treatment at the plant, greater expenditures than are required for equal 
volumes of normal sewage and to surcharge users for permitted contributions requiring treatment 
beyond "normal sewage". 

53.9 To require the treatment, before introduction into the sewer system of S.D. #1, Town of Newfield, 
of such wastes as may otherwise impair the strength and/or durability of the structures appurtenant 
to the system, by direct or indirect chemical action, or interfere with the normal treatment 
processes. 

53.10  To provide the authority and procedure for S.D. #1 of the Town of Newfield to promulgate rules, to 
investigate and prepare findings of facts, to issue licenses or permits, to hold hearings, to make 
decisions, orders and opinions, and to give no­ tice and make public all rules and decisions affecting 
substantial rights of persons or property. 

  



 

53.11 To provide cooperation with the Tomkins County Department of Health, New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Department of Health, 
Environmental Protection Agency and any other agencies which have requirements or juris­ 
diction for the protection of the physical, chemical and bacteriological quality of water 
courses within or bounding the Town of Newfield. 

53.12  To protect the public health and to prevent nuisances. 

53.12a  To prohibit the introduction of Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) of storm water runoff, ground 
water penetration, building roof drainage, sump pump discharges, and other devised on 
serviced properties.  The introduction of these water flows impedes the treatment system 
from operating efficiently. 

  



ARTICLE II 
 

 DEFINITIONS 

53.13 Definitions: Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise the meaning of terms used in these 
rules and regulations shall be as contained in paragraphs 53.14 through 53.57b. 
 

53.14 "Town Board" shall mean the governing body of the Town of Newfield. 
 

53.15 "B.O.D." (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the laboratory determination of the 
total quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter or in satisfying the 
oxygen demand of other materials present, during incubation for a given time and at a specified 
temperature. It is commonly reported as milligrams per liter of oxygen used in period of five days 
at 200 C. 
 

53.16 "C.O.D." (Chemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the oxygen equivalent of the portion of the 
organic matter in a sample that is susceptible to oxidation by a strong, chemical oxidant. The 
determination is made by dichromate reduction by oxidizable organic matter measured as the 
oxygen equivalent proportion of the dichromate consumed, expressed as milligrams per liter. 

 
53.17 “Contested Case" means a proceeding, including but not restricted to rate making, surcharging, 

and issuance of licenses or permits in which the legal rights, duties or privileges of a party are 
required by law to be determined by the Town of Newfield after an opportunity for hearing. 
 

53.18 "Chlorine Demand" shall mean the difference between the amount of chlorine added to water, 
sewage or industrial wastes and the amount of residual chlorine remaining at the end of fifteen-
minute contact period at room temperature. It is expressed in milligrams per liter. 
 

53.19 "Combined Sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving a mixture of storm water and sanitary sewage 
with or without industrial wastes. 
 

53.20  "Control Manhole" shall mean an accessible manhole at the connection between an industrial 
building sewer and the public sewer. It shall be constructed to provide for sampling, measuring 
and observation of industrial flows. 
 

53.21 "Cooling Water" shall mean the water discharged from any system of condensation, air 
conditioning, cooling, refrigeration, or other sources. It shall contain no polluting sub­ stances 
which would produce BOD or Suspended Solids in excess of ten milligrams per liter, toxic 
substances as limited elsewhere herein, prohibited materials as listed under Sec.53.89 or cause 
thermal pollution of the receiving water. 
 

53.22 "Sewer District" shall mean the Sewer District #1 of the Town of Newfield. 
 

53.23 "Sewer District Sewer" shall mean any sewer owned by Sewer District Number 1 of Town of 
Newfield. 
 

53.24 "Sewer District Number 1 Sewer System" shall mean the trunk sewers, collection sewer, force 
mains, pumping stations, sewage regulators, and other appurtenant structures owned by Sewer 
District Number 1, Town of Newfield. 
 

53.25 "Department of Health" shall mean the Tomkins County Department of Health. 
 

53.26 "Department of Public Works" shall mean the Town of Newfield Department of Public Works. 



 
53.27 "Superintendent" shall mean the Supervisor of the Town of Newfield or their duly authorized 

agent or representative. 
 

53.28 "Garbage" shall mean solid wastes 'from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking and 
dispensing of food, the handling, storage and sale of produce, and from the packaging and canning 
of food. 
 

53.29  "Grease or Fats" shall mean any material which is extractable from an acidified sample of a waste 
by hexane or other designated solvent. 
 

53.30  "Industrial Wastes" shall mean any liquid, gaseous or solid substance or a combination thereof 
resulting from any process of industry, manufacturing, trade or business or from the development 
or recovery of any natural resources. 
 

53.31  "License" includes the whole or part of any permit, certificate, approval, registration, or similar 
form of permission required by law. 
 

53.32  "Licensing" includes the process respecting the grant, denial, renewal, revocation, suspension, 
annulment, withdrawal or amendment of a license. 

 

53.33  "Normal Sewage" shall mean sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes, which when analyzed 
show by weight the following characteristics: 
 
a. B.O.D. 2100 lbs. per million gallons (250 milligrams per liter) or less. 
b. Chlorine Demand 208 lbs. per million gallons (25 milli­ grams per liter) or less. 
c. C.O.D. JJOO lbs. per million gallons, (400 milligrams per liter) or less. 
d. Suspended Solids 2100 lbs. per million gallons (250 milligrams per liter) or less. 
e. Phosphate as phosphorus 167 lbs. per million gallons (20 milligrams per liter or less). 
f. Fat, oil or grease (GOF), 800 lbs. per million gallons (100 milligrams per liter) or less. 
g. Total Nitrogen as N,330 lbs. per million gallons (40 milligrams per liter) or less. 
h. pH of 6.0 to 9.0. 

 
The values for these characteristics are subject to revision by the Superintendent, if in their 
opinion, data obtained during the previous year indicates. 
 
The Superintendent may also add values for other characteristics or delete characteristics if such 
action becomes appropriate and applicable to the treatment or transportation of sewage. 

 
53.34 "Other Wastes" shall mean garbage (shredded or un-shredded), refuse, wood, egg shells, coffee 

grounds, sawdust, shavings, bark, sand, lime, cinder, ashes, and all other discarded matter not 
normally present in sewage or industrial wastes. 
 

53.35 “P" - Phosphate shall mean the concentration of phosphate as phosphorus expressed in milligrams 
per liter. 
 

53.36 A "Party" means each person or agency named or admitted as a party or properly seeking and 
entitled as of right to be admitted as a party. 
 



53.37 "Petroleum Hydrocarbons" shall mean that portion of the total extractable grease or fats, as defined 
in Section 53.29 which is not retained on an activated alumina absorption column after elutriating 
with hexane. 
 

53.38 "Permit" means a temporary license issued to allow the use of the S.D. #1 sewer system or 
tributary sewer for specific wastes over a limited period of time, Continuing discharge of wastes 
requiring permission by law shall require a license. 
 

53.39 "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, institution or 
group. 
 

53.40 "pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter 
of solution. It indicates the intensity of acidity and alkalinity of the pH scale running from 0.0 to 
14.0. A pH value of 7.0, the mid­ point of the scale, represents neutrality. Values above 7,0 
represents alkaline conditions and those below 7.0 represents acid conditions. 
 

53.41 "Properly Shredded Garbage" shall mean the wastes from the preparation, cooking and 
dispensation of food that has been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely 
under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle having a 
dimension greater that one quarter (1/4) inch in any dimension. 
 

53.42 "Public Sewer" shall mean the sewers manholes, intercepting sewers, sewage pumping, treatment 
and disposal works, and any other plant works or equipment and accessories within the S.D. #1 
and that discharges its sewage and liquid into the S.D. #1 Sewer System. 
 

53.43 "Ground Waters" shall mean the natural ground water resource into which treated sewage 
disperses itself. 
 

53.44 "Rule" means each statement of general applicability that implements, interprets or prescribes law 
or policy or describes the organization, procedure or practice requirements of Sewer District #1, 
Town of Newfield. 
 

53.45 "Sanitary Sewage" shall mean sewage discharging from the sanitary conveniences of dwellings 
(including apartment houses and hotels, but not commercial kitchens therein), office buildings, 
factories, institutions, and filter backwash from swimming pool. 
 

53.46 "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface and ground 
waters are not intentionally admitted. 

 
53.47 "Sewage" shall mean a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business 

buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground surface and storm 
water as may be inadvertently present. The admixture of sewage as above defined with industrial 
wastes or other wastes also shall be considered "sewage" within the meaning of this definition. 
 

53.48 "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 
 

53.49 "Sewerage System" shall mean all facilities for collecting, regulating, pumping, and transporting 
sewage to the sewage treatment facilities. 

  



 
53.50 "Sewerage Surcharge" shall mean the demand payment for the use of a public sewer and/or 

sewage treatment plant for hand­ ling any sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes accepted for 
admission thereto in which the characteristics thereof exceed the maximum values of such 
characteristics in normal sewage. 
 

53.51 "Slug" shall mean any discharge of water, sewage or industrial waste which in concentration of 
any given constituent or in volume of flow exceeds for any period or duration longer than four (4) 
hours more than two (2) times the average twenty-four(24) hour concentration or flow during 
normal operation. 
 

53.52 "Storm Sewer" (Storm Drain) shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface waters and 
drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes other than cooling waters and unpolluted waters. 
 

53.53 "Suspended Solids” shall mean the laboratory determination of the dry weight expressed in 
milligrams per liter of solids that either float on the surface, are in suspension in sewage, or are 
settleable and can be removed from sewage by filtration under approved conditions of analysis. 
 

53.54 "Toxic Substances" shall mean any substance whether gaseous, liquid or solid which, when 
discharged to a public sewer in sufficient quantities, will be detrimental to the sewer system, 
interfere with any biological sewage treatment process, or constitute a hazard to human beings or 
animals, or inhibit aquatic life, or create a hazard to recreation in the receiving waters of the 
effluent from a sewage treatment plant. 

 
53.55 "Building Drain" shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system which 

receives the discharge from the soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building 
and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five (5) feet outside the inner face of the building 
wall. 

 
53.56 "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the building drain to the public sewer or other place 

of disposal. 
 

53.57 "Sewer Surcharge" shall mean the additional charge payable over and above the general sewer rent 
for admission into a sewer system of wastewaters of commercial or industrial origin, the pollutional 
characteristics of which exceed the maximum values as stated in the definition of "Normal Sewage" 
in Section 53.33. 

 

53.57a   Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) shall mean any water introduced by direct flow, seepage or other means 
into the collection system by failed pipes, septic tanks, roof drains, sump pumps, storm water catch 
basins, surface run off into manhole covers, or other water which is not the intended effluent discharged 
from the property’s septic system. 

53.57b  Tompkins County Health Department – Division of Environmental Health, Public Health Engineer, 55 
Brown Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 (607) 274-6688. 

  



ARTICLE III 
 

USE OF PUBLIC SEWER REQUIRED 

 

53.58 Deposit of waste on property prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit to be deposited in an unsanitary 
manner upon public or private property within S.D. #1, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said 
District any human or animal excrement, garbage or other objectionable waste. 
 

53.59 Deposit of waste into natural outlet restricted. 
 
It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the Sewer District, or in any area 
under the jurisdiction of said Sewer District, any sanitary sewage, industrial wastes or other 
polluted waters, except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent 
provisions of this ordinance. 
 

53.60 Privy, etc., restricted. 
 
Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault, 
septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage. 
 

53.61 Connection with public sewers required. 
 
The owners of all houses, buildings or properties used for human occupancy, employment, 
recreation or other purpose situated within the Sewer District and abutting on any street, alley or 
right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public sanitary or 
combined sewer of the Town is hereby required at their expense to install suitable toilet facilities 
therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with the 
provisions of this ordinance within ninety (90) days after date of official notice to do so, provided 
that said public sewer is within one hundred (100) feet of the property line. 
 
 

  



 
ARTICLE IV 

 
PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

53.62 Private sewage disposal. 
 
No private sewage disposal shall be allowed in the jurisdiction of the district. 

 
  



ARTICLE V 
 

 PROTECTION FROM DAMAGE 
 

53.63 Tampering with sewer system. 
 
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, 
uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the 
municipal sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate arrest, 
and the penalties provided for in Article XIV of this, the Sewer-Use Law of S.D. #1 of Town of 
Newfield. 
 

53.63a Maintenance of the Property System 
  
 The Owner shall maintain their system including septic tanks, control tanks, discharge pump 

stations, oil & grit removal chambers, entrance piping, discharge piping, and any other equipment 
necessary to meet this ordinance.  This maintenance includes keeping all joints tight and leak 
proof, repairing or replacing cracked pipes, repairing or replacing any tanks which have cracked 
and allow either leakage out or into the system, and all mechanical and electrical equipment in 
running order.  Any person violating this provision shall re required to address shortcoming 
withing 6 months and be subject to penalties provided for in Article XIV of this, Sewer Use Law 
of S.D. #1 of the Town of Newfield. 
  



 
ARTICLE VI 

 
 USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS 

 

53.64 Limitation of use. 
 
The use of the Sewer District sewers shall be strictly limited and restricted to receive and accept 
the discharge of sewage, industrial wastes, and other wastes generated on, or discharged from real 
property lying within the bounds of the Sewer District as established and altered, changed, 
modified, reduced, enlarged, combined, and/or consolidated by the action of the Town Board. 
 

53.65 Health regulations. 
 
All requirements, directives and orders calling for the mandatory use of the Sewer District sewers 
or public sewers tributary thereto for the proper discharge of sewage, industrial wastes and other 
wastes with these rules, regulations and ordinances, shall be established and given by the Sewer 
District. 
 

53.66 Formal sewer use charges. 
 
Annual Unit Sewer Charges shall be based on the cost of treating normal sewage including all 
costs of construction and other ancillary charges. 
 

53.67 Grease, oil and sand interceptors required. 
 
Installations requiring grease, oil and grit interceptors shall include restaurants; commercial 
kitchens; food preparation facilities; automotive, truck and/or equipment dealership garages; 
service garages; gas stations; and other facilities in the opinion of the Superintendent, they are 
necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts. 
 

53.68 Expense and operation of interceptors. 
 
Where installed, all grease, oil and grit interceptors shall be maintained by the owner at their 
expense in continuously efficient operation at all times.  At a minimum, they shall be cleaned by a 
licensed operator or septic hauler and a record of the service kept at the facility available to the 
Superintendent upon request.  If the interceptors have failed, repairs and/or replacement shall be 
made and all expenses hall be borne by the owner. 
 
 

  



ARTICLE VII 
 

BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS 
 

53.69 Permit required for connection. 
 
No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter or 
disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the 
Superintendent. 
 

53.70 Kinds of permits and fees. 
 
There shall be two (2) classes of permits: (1) Residential or sewer-use units generating "normal 
sewage"; and (2) for service to commercial/industrial establishments producing industrial wastes. 
In any case, the owner or their agent shall make application on form "X" in the first case and on 
form "Z" in the second case. The permit application shall be supplemented by any plans, 
specifications, analytical test data and other information considered pertinent in the judgement of 
the Superintendent.  

53.70a Residential Building Permit 

 A permit fee as established annually by the Town Board shall be paid to the Newfield Sewer 
District No 1. At the time of application.  The Superintendent shall be able to request assistance 
from the Tompkins County Health Department if the proposed residential system has unusual 
circumstances.  The septic tanks and other equipment shall be sized according to the Tompkins 
County Health Department Requirements and shall be installed level. 

53.70b Commercial Building Permit 

 A permit fee as established annually bu the Town Board shall be paid to the Newfield Sewer 
District No. 1 (NSDN1) at the time of application.  The permit application and supporting 
documentation of discharge content, sizing of the equipment, layout and construction details shall 
be signed by a Professional Engineer licensed to practice in New York State.  Should the 
Superintendent elect to have an independent professional engineer assist them in reviewing the 
proposed design and data, the applicant shall be notified and be responsible for the expense 
incurred by the NSND1 for that service. 

53.71 Expenses to be borne by owner. 
 
All costs and expenses incident to the residential installation, connection, maintenance and/or 
replacement of the building sewer shall be borne by the owner.  The Owner/Applicant for all 
commercial connections shall assume all costs and expenses for the design, installation, connection 
plus lab reports, providing the Professional Engineer, and the Town’s review Engineers if 
requested by the Superintendent.  The owner shall indemnify the Sewer District for any loss or 
damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer. 

  



 
53.72 Separate building sewers required. 

 
A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building, except, where one 
(1) building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is available or can 
be constructed to the rear building through an adjoining alley, court, yard or driveway, the building 
sewer from the front building may be extended to the rear building and the whole considered as 
one (1) building sewer. 
 

53.73 Specifications for sewer pipe and installation. 
 
Building gravity sewer piping under pavement, within the right of way between the right of was 
and the building shall be SDR 35 PVC or equal installed per manufacturer’s recommendations.  
Any forcemain sanitary piping shall be Schedule 80 OVC and installed per manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 
 

53.74 Building sewer size and slope. 
 
The size and slope of the building gravity sewer shall be subject to the approval of the 
Superintendent, but in no event shall the diameter be less than 4 inches and have a slope of not less 
than one-eighth (1/8) inch per foot and no more than one quarter (1/4) inch per foot.  Should the 
residential system site conditions warrant a steeper discharge slope, the applicant should request 
assistance of the Tompkins County Health Department through the Superintendent with, four step 
manholes or other design considerations.  For commercial installations, the Owner’s engineer shall 
provide a design data and details as required to the Superintendent for review.  If the owner 
requires an individual pump station, the discharge forcemain extending to the municipal sewer 
shall be two (2) inch diameter. 
 

53.74a Residential Building Septic Tank & Pump Station Sizing Criteria and Approvals 

 For Residential installations, septic tanks and pump stations shall be sized and installed following 
the standards published by the Tompkins County Health Department Division of Environmental 
Health.  Assistance can be request from the Public Health Engineer’s Office with knowledge of the 
Superintendent or their representative. 

53.74b Commercial Building Septic Tank & Pump Station Sizing & Approvals 

 For Commercial installations, Septic Tanks, and Pump Stations shall be designed to exceed the 
NYS DEC Design Standards for Intermediate Sized Wastewater Treatment Systems, latest 
publication date.  The design standards will be certified by the Owner’s Engineer. 

  



 
53.75 Restrictions on building sewer. 

 
All costs and expenses incident to the repair or replacement of an existing septic tank including 
effluent stub in case of an existing building shall be borne by the owner. In case of a new building 
the total expense for installation of adequate septic tank, piping and connection to the public sewer 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. All work shall be carried out after the approval of the 
Town Superintendent.  This shall include eliminating the introduction of I&I from the building; 
damages or leaking service pipe from the building to the septic tank; connections to the septic tank 
in and out; cracks in any septic tanks, pump station, discharge piping to the public collection 
system, or tother system appurtenances. 
 

53.76 Drains below sewer level. 
 
In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the public sewer, 
sanitary sewage carried by such drain shall be lifted, by the owner, by approved artificial means 
and discharged to the septic tank. 
 

53.77 Excavations and backfilling. 
 
All excavations required for the installation of all tanks and/or building sewer and discharge piping 
shall be open-trench work.  If the Owner desires to install the discharge sewer to the connection to 
the municipally owned sewer in by trenchless technology methods, they shall review this with the 
Superintendent for approval.  Pipe laying and backfill shall be performed with a minimum of six 
(6) inches of pea stone around the pipe, (i.e. bottom, top and sides) to protect the sewer piping and 
provide proper bearing, in compliance with manufacturer’s recommendations and ASTM 
specifications for backfill and testing of the applicable pipe type (e.g. PVS gravity sewer piping or 
HDPE sewer forcemain). 
 

53.78 Connection of building sewer to public sewer. 
 
The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall be made at the "Y" branch, if such 
branch is available at a suitable location. If the public sewer is twelve (12) inches in diameter or 
less & not properly located "Y" branch is available, the house owner shall cut a hole in the public 
sewer and install Rim Rock Saddle using an epoxy cementing material. 
 
An approved lateral connection shall also be acceptable. 
 
The invert of the building sewer at the point of connection shall be at the same or at a higher 
elevation than the invert of the public sewer. 

  



 
 

53.79 Applicant for permit to notify Superintendent for inspection. 
 
The applicant for the building-sewer permit shall notify the Superintendent when the septic tank 
and/or building sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The connection 
shall be made under the supervision of the Superintendent or their representative. 

 

53.80 Safety precautions. 
 
All excavations for building-sewer installations shall be adequately guarded with barricades and 
lights so as to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and other public 
property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the Sewer 
District. The Owner and their contractor shall follow all safety requirements for the protections of 
workers per the NYS Department of Labor and latest sections of OSHA.  The Superintendent will 
notify the Owner if they feel these safety standards are not being followed. 
 

53.81 Permit renewals; change of use. 
 
Renewal of permits shall not be required unless the use of the property subject to the permit shall 
change, including but not limited to residential to commercial, increasing number of dwelling 
units. 
 
Application shall be made prior to the time the use is changed and as provided in Section 53.70 
with the applicant specifying the change in use. The change in use may or may not result in an 
increase or decrease in the user charge which shall depend on the nature of the use. 
  



FORM X 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT T O  D I S C HARGE INTO SEWER SYSTEM 

SEWER DISTRICT #1 
TOWN OF NEWFIELD, TOMPKINS COUNTY, N. Y. 

 
 
Instructions: 

1. This application is meant to obtain permit to discharge domestic type wastewater into the Sewer System, of 
Sewer District #1, Town of Newfield. 

 
2.  Enclose a map of the property and exact location of the public sewer where the discharge is desired. 
 

a. NAME OF APPLICANT 
 

b. ADDRESS OF APPLICANT 
 
c. LOCATION OF PROPERTY 
 
d. OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY 
 
e. NUMBER OF SEWER CONNECTIONS REQUIRING PERMIT 
 
f. TYPE OF ACTIVITY PRODUCING WASTEWATER REQUIRING PERMIT TO DISCHARGE INTO 

TOWN SEWER SYSTEM 
 
g. CLASSIFY BY SIC NUMBER ALSO 
 
h. NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS  
 
i. REMARKS (IF ANY) 

 
 
Applicant’s Signature:           

 
Do not write below this line 

             
PERMIT      Amount paid with application: 

  Approved:     Yes: 
  Not approved:     No: 

  



 
FORM Z 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE OR PERMIT FOR DISCHARGE INTO SEWER SYSTEM 
SEWER DISTRICT #1, TOWN OF NEWFIELD 

TOMPKINS COUNTY, N.Y. 
 
1. This application is meant for initial license or permit for Industrial/Commercial establishments generating 

wastewater of pollution quality higher or different than domestic waste­ water. 
 
2. Fill in all applicable spaces. If not applicable, mark N.A. in appropriate space, 
 

a. NAME OF APPLICANT  
 
 

b. ADDRESS OF APPLICANT 
 
 

c. LOCATION OF FROPERTY 
 
 

d. OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY 
 
 

e.  (Name & address if different than above)    
 
 

f. NUMBER OF SEWER CONNECTIONS REQUIRING LICENSE/PERMIT 
 

g. TYPE OF ACTIVITY FRODUCING WASTES REQUIRING LICENSE OR PERMIT PURSUANT TO 
SEWER USE LAW OF SEWER DISTRICT #1 OF THE TOWN OF NEWFIELD  
 
 
 

h. SIC NUMBER 
 

i. NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS 
  



ATTACHMENTS TO ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 
 

1. A plot or tape location map of the property showing accurately the size and location of all sewer 
and drainage connections to the sewerage system, all pre-treatment devices, and all manholes or 
other accessible sampling points. Each sewer or drain connection shown on drawing shall be 
designated by an identification number. The plot or tape location map shall be attached as Exhibit 
"A". 

 
2. A complete schedule of all process waters and industrial wastes produced or expected to be 

produced at said property, including a description of the character of each waste, the daily volume 
and whether the flow is continuous or Intermittent. Each listed process waste stream shall carry the 
sewer or drain connection identification number listed in Exhibit "A" and corresponding to the 
sewer or drain which carries the waste stream. The schedule shall be attached as Exhibit "B". 

 
3. A summary of the total waste water characteristics to be received or received from the applicant of 

each sewer or drain connection shall be submitted in proper form as Exhibit "C". 
 

4. Additional information requested by the Superintendent shall be prepared as Exhibit "D" and be 
attached to the application as re­ quired. 
 

5. Cooperate with the Superintendent or their representatives in their inspecting, sampling, and study 
of wastes, or the facilities provided for pre-treatment. 

 
6. Notify the Superintendent immediately of any accident, negligence, breakdown of pretreating 

equipment, or other occurrence that occasions discharge to the public sewer of any wastes or 
process waters not covered by this permit. 

 

Name:         

Title:         

 

Persons to be contacted for inspection or emergency purposes:      
              

Contact Information/Phone:        

 

Permit approved by:       Date:     
          Superintendent 

 
 



Form for Exhibit "C": 

SUMMARY OF INDUSTIRIAL WASTE CHARACTERISTICS 
Exhibit "C" 

Firm:             

Address:             
 

Industrial Waste Characteristics and Quantity 
 

 
 

Volume 

Characteristics (Unit) 

(Gal./month) 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Temperature pH 

Biochemical Oxygen demand   (mg/L) 

Suspended Solids Phosphate or 

Phosphorus 

 Nitrogen: 
Total 
Ammonia 

 
 Grease, Oil, & Fats 

(mg/L) 

(mg/L) 
 

(mg/L) (mg/L) 

(mg/L) 

SUBSTANCES UNDER ARTICLES VIII, IX, X 
OF SEWER USE LAW 

 
(List item and concentration (or volume) under appropriate heading; if none, so state) 

 
1. Unpolluted Waters   
2. Prohibited Materials 
3. Certain Materials and/or characteristics 
4. Toxic Substances 
5. Pathogenic Bacteria 
6. Radioactive Wastes 

 
 

 



ARTICLE VIII 
 

MATERIALS AND SUBSTANCES EXCLUDED FROM PUBLIC SEWERS 
 

53.82 Exclusion of unpolluted waters: 
 

No person shall discharge or provide a connection for discharging or draining into any 
Sewer District sanitary sewer system, surface water, ground water, rooftop runoff, 
subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process water, 
nor drain any catch basin, sump pump, roof drain, lake, swamp, pond or swimming pool, 
except with the permission of the Superintendent evidenced by a properly issued license or 
permit. 
 

53.83 Prohibited materials, substances and wastes: 
 
Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged, or allow 
to run, leak, or escape into any public sewer, pipe, channel, sewer appurtenance or waterway 
connecting with any public sewer, or into any private sewer connected with a public sewer 
any of the following described materials, substances or wastes. Except such small quantities 
as may be present in normal household wastes. 
 
a. Any gasoline, benzine, naphtha, fuel oil alcohols, or other flammable or explosive 

liquid, solids or gases. 
b. Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases, See Article 

IX, 
c. Any water or wastes having a pH lower than (6.0) or having any corrosive property 

capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment or the sewer system, or 
personnel employed in its operation, 

d. Construction materials, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, 
feathers, tar, plastic, wood, paunch manure, coffee grounds, fur, wax, cement, hops, 
spent grain, whole blood, filter media or any solids or viscous substances capable of 
causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or other interference with the proper operation 
of the sewer system, 

e. e. Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases in 
sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, to injure or interfere 
with any sewage treatment process, or to constitute a hazard to humans or animals, or to 
create a public nuisance, or 

f. to create any hazards in the ground waters on which the sewage treatment facilities are 
located. 

  



53.84 Possible exclusion of certain materials and substances: 
 
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following described substances, 
materials, waters or wastes or any wastes found to harm the trunk sewer system structures, 
the sewage treatment process or the equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving 
stream or would endanger life, limb, public property or constitute a nuisance. The criteria 
used in forming these rules of the Sewer District Sewer Use Law include such factors as: the 
quantities of said wastes in relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials, or 
construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, the capacity of the 
sewage treatment facilities and the likelihood of harm, injury or nuisance. The characteristics 
of the effluent subject to review will be determined from the sampled wastewater collected 
at a control manhole prior to entering the public sewers. The substances, materials, or wastes 
prohibited in the first instance, but subject to review by the Superintendent are: 
 
a. Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one hundred fifty (150) degrees 

Fahrenheit (65° C.). 
b. Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease, or oils, whether emulsified or not, in 

excess of one hundred (100) milligrams per liter, or containing substances which may 
solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty­ two (J2) degrees and one 
hundred fifty (150) degrees Fahrenheit (0- and 65-degrees c.). 

c.  Any garbage that has not been properly shredded or triturated. The installation and 
operation of garbage grinders equipped with a motor greater than three-fourth (3/4) 
horsepower (0.75h.p. metric) shall be by permit issued by 'the Sewer District. 

d. Any water or wastes containing strong acid metal pickling wastes, or concentrated 
plating solutions whether neutralized or not. 

e. Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc, and similar 
objectionable or toxic substances. See Article IX. 

f. Any water or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor producing substances, in 
such concentrations exceeding limits, which shall be established by the Sewer District 
as necessary, after treatment of the composite sewage to meet the requirements of the 
State, Federal or other public agencies of jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving 
waters. 

g. Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may exceed 
limits established by the Superintendent in compliance with applicable State or Federal 
regulations. See Section 53.90. 

h. Materials which contain or cause: 
1. Unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids, such as, but not limited to: 

Fuller's earth, lime slurries, and lime residues or of dissolved solids, such as, but 
not limited to, sodium chloride and sodium sulphate. 

2. Excessive discoloration in the receiving waters such as, but not limited to, dye 
wastes and vegetable tanning solutions. 

3. Unusual biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), chemical oxygen demand (COD), or 
chlorine requirements in such quantities as to constitute a significant additional load 
on the sewage treatment facilities. Except as provided for under Article XIII. 

4. Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting "Slugs" as defined 
herein. 

i. Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amen­ able to treatment or 
reduction in concentration by the sewage treatment facilities employed, or are amenable 
to treatment only to such a degree that the sewage treatment facility effluent cannot 
meet the requirements of regulatory agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to the 
ground waters. 

  



 
53.85 Emergency action by the Superintendent: 

 
Any discharge which, in the belief of the Superintendent, will cause serious, imminent harm, 
injury or adverse effect on the sewer system structures or equipment, or to any persons or to 
the biota of the receiving waters; the Superintendent shall take any temporary action 
necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare without a prior hearing or order of 
the Sewer District. Review of any emergency action by a hearing will be accomplished 
without delay to determine what, if any, permanent restriction is necessary, The 
Superintendent, acting upon the belief that an emergency exists, shall be indemnified against 
any personal liability that may arise in the performance of their duties to protect public 
health, safety or welfare of the Village residents. 
  



ARTICLE IX 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES PROHIBITED OR ACCEPTED CONDITIONALLY 

 

53.86 Toxic substances and pathogenic bacteria: 
 

Waters bearing toxic substances above the standard set for normal sewage or pathogenic 
bacteria shall not be discharged into the Sewer District Sewer System or public sewers 
tributary thereto and their discharge is prohibited unless the rules of the Sewer District upon 
a finding by the Board deter­ mines that such concentration will not adversely affect any of 
the biochemical, chemical or other sewage treatment process or sewage system. The 
following is a partial list of toxic substances and pathogenic bacteria: 
 
a. Antibiotics 
b. Elemental Bromine, Iodine, Chlorine, Fluorine 
c. Creosols or Creosotes 
d. Phenol and Phenolic Compounds that convert to Phenol in the sewage system 
e. Sulfonamides, Toxic Dyes (Organic or mineral) 
f. Beryllium and Beryllium compounds 
g. Mercury and Mercury Compounds 
h. All strong oxidizing agents such as Chromates, Dichromates, Permanganates, 

Peroxides, Etc. 
i. Any strong reducing agents causing hazardous conditions in the sewage system 
j. Chemical Compounds producing toxic, flammable or explosive gases, either upon 

acidification, alkalinization, oxidation or reduction 
k. Wastes from industrial processes or hospital procedures containing viable pathogenic 

organisms. 
  



 
53.87 Permissible concentrations of toxic substances: 

 
The concentration in sewage of any of the following toxic substances shall not exceed the 
concentration limits specified below when discharged into the sewer, The Sewer District 
may revise with its rules these limits or insert additional items after a hearing when, in the 
opinion of the Board, a need for a rule change is indicated. The following list contains the 
permitted toxic substances and levels of concentration: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a. Arsenic and compounds of Arsenic 

expresses as (As) 

  
 

0.5 

 
 
mg/L 

  
b. Barium (Ba) 2.0 mg/L 

c. Cadmium (Cd) 3.0 mg/L 
d. Chromium, hexavalent (Cr 6 +) 1.0 mg/L 

e, Dissolved Copper (Cu) 1.0 mg/L 
f. Cyanide, Total 1.0 mg/L 
g, Cyanide, Free 0.1 mg/L 
h. Formaldehyde as HCH0 vapor 5.0 mg/L 
i. Lead (Pb) 1.0 mg/L 
j, Nickel (Ni) 3.0 mg/L 
k. Selenium (Se) 2.0 mg/L 
1. Soluble Silver as Ag 1.0 mg/L 
m. Zinc (Zn) 5.0 mg/L 
n, Soluble Manganese and/or Iron 5.0 mg/L 



 
53.88 Special concentration limits: 

 
When findings of the Sewer District show that the volume of a single toxic industrial waste 
discharge or the combined toxic industrial waste discharge of a group of industries within a 
single contributary area is so large as to raise a question of the ultimate concentration of 
toxic substances entering the treatment facilities: or in cases where it is known that the toxic 
substances in the concentrations involved will be effectively removed by the treatment 
works without causing deleterious effects of any kind to the treatment process, or the ground 
waters, the Sewer District may rule that separate or special concentration limits shall be used 
by the contributors in that area. 
  



53.89 Emergency action by the Superintendent: 
 
Any discharge which, in the belief of the Superintendent will cause serious, imminent harm, 
injury or adverse effect on the sewer system structures or equipment, or to any persons or to 
the biota of the receiving waters the Superintendent shall take any temporary action 
necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare without a prior hearing or order of 
the Sewer District, Review of any emergency action by a hearing will be accomplished 
without delay to determine what, if any, permanent restriction is necessary, The 
Superintendent, acting upon the belief that an emergency exists, shall be indemnified against 
any personal liability that may arise in the performance of their duties to protect the public 
health, safety or welfare of the residents of the Sewer District. 
 
 
 
  



ARTICLE X  
DISPOSITION OF INDUSTRIAL WASTES 

53.90 Industrial wastes requiring a license: 
 
The following are industries whose wastes shall require pretreatment and/or approval before 
discharge into public sewer; bleaching and dyeing, bottling, brewing, cotton textile 
manufacture or processing, dairies, dairy products, distilling, fat rendering, film processing, 
food processing, galvanizing, glue manufacturing, laundromats, lens grinding operations, 
metal pickling or plating, munition manufacturing, oil refining, optical goods manufacturing, 
photographic processing, public laundering, pulp and papermaking, rubber productions, salt 
works, slaughterhouses, soap making, sugar refining, tanning, wool scouring or washing, or 
any industry producing wastes with strong acid or alkaline reactions or which will form 
deposits in or cause damage to the sewers or to appurtenances of sewage treatment works. 
The process or processes employed in the pretreatment of such wastes shall in each case 
conform to the rules and directives of the Sewer District and shall be inspected and licensed 
by the Sewer District as set forth under Article XI. 
 

53.91 Radioactive wastes: 
 
Any institution or industry discharging radioactive material or fission products must be 
registered with the Sewer District as well as with other regulatory agencies as the law 
requires. The registration shall include all copies of State and Federal permits governing the 
waste discharge. The active elements and the local concentrations permitted to be discharged 
into the public sewers shall be in conformance with the State Sanitary Code, Chapter I, Part 
16, Sections 16.7 and 16.8 of the Public Health Law and be at all times within the limits set 
by this and other County, State or Federal agencies. 
 

53.92 When license shall be required: 
 
Whenever any industrial waste is produced in such quantities as will, in the opinion of the 
Sewer District, injure the public sewers into which they may be discharged, or adversely 
affect the treatment of sewage, or which does not yield readily to treatment by the processes 
employed at the sewage treatment works, such discharge will not be permitted into the 
public sewers without a license or permit. 
 
  



ARTICLE XI 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS OR LICENSES 

 

53.93 Power to inspect: 
 
All users of the Sewer District Sewer System or any public tributary sewer are deemed to 
have consented to inspection necessary for the orderly administration of this sewer use law 
and the rules of the Sewer District. Inspections will be accomplished during hours of 
operation or at periods of sewer use with or without notice to the users and inspection shall 
be calculated to reasonably measure the characteristics of the discharged waters and wastes 
discharge into the Sewer System. The power to inspect will be exercised in accordance with 
Article XII of this Law. 
 

53.94 Licenses or permits when required: 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge directly or indirectly into public sewers or 
into any private sewer or any combined sewer discharging into a public sewer, sewage 
combined with industrial wastes, or industrial wastes or other wastes the characteristics of 
which in combination do not conform to the concentration limits prescribed for "normal 
sewage" under Article II herein, or to discharge any toxic substances or any other 
objectionable material or substances as specified under Articles VI, VIII, IX and X herein, 
except upon such terms and conditions as set forth in the license or permit issued under the 
established rules of the Sewer District. 

 
53.95 Applications for permits or licenses: 

 
All applicants for a license or permit to discharge sewage combined with industrial wastes or 
other wastes into public sewers shall fill out and file with the Superintendent an application 
provided by the Sewer District as a prerequisite for issuance of a license or permit. All 
information required by the Sewer District shall be furnished by the applicant in complete 
cooperation with the Superintendent. The following is a partial list of information to be 
furnished by the applicant: 
 
a. Plot of the property showing accurately all sewers, drains and house connections. 
b. Plans and specifications covering proposed changes to be performed under the license 

or permit. 
c. A complete schedule of all process waters and industrial wastes produced or expected to 

be produced at said property or premises, including a description of the character of 
each waste, the daily volume and maximum rates of discharge and representative 
analyses. 

d. The name and address of the person or firm who will be responsible for the performance 
of the work to be covered by the permit. 
 

  



 
 
 

53.96 Terms and conditions: 
 
The Sewer District may require the terms and conditions as follows, to be imposed by the 
Superintendent, in the issuance of the license or permit: 
 

a. A limitation upon the volume of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes; the rate of 
flow permitted and/or the time of discharge from the premises. 

b. The installation and maintenance by the licensee or permittee, at their own expense, of 
facilities or equipment for intermittent or continuous flow and/or quality measurements 
of sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes discharged from the premises into a public 
sewer. 

c. The installation and maintenance by the licensee or permittee, at their own expense, of 
detention tanks or other facilities or equipment for reducing the maximum rates of 
discharge of sewage to such a percentage of the twenty-four-hour rate as shall be 
required by the rules of the Sewer District. 

d. The installation and maintenance by the licensee or permittee, at their own expense, of 
such preliminary treatment facilities as shall be required by the rules of the Sewer 
District. 

e. The installation and maintenance by the licensee or permittee, at their own expense, of a 
suitable control sampling manhole or manholes in any sewer discharging to a public 
sewer and carrying such sewage. 

f. The installation and maintenance by the licensee or permittee, at their own expense, of 
grease, oil and grit interceptors, separators or traps that are necessary for the proper 
handling of liquid wastes containing such substances in excessive quantities or any 
flammable waste or other harmful ingredients. Refer to subsection 53.68 of this 
document for the Owner’s responsibilities for operation and maintenance of these 
devices. 

g. The submission to and approval by the Superintendent of the plans for any of the 
facilities or equipment required to be installed and maintained by the licensee or 
permittee. 

h. Such other terms and conditions as may be necessary to protect the sewerage system 
and water pollution control facilities and to carry out the intent and provisions of these 
rules and regulations. 

i. Such terms and conditions may also provide that subsequent to the commencement of 
operation of any preliminary treatment facilities, periodic reports shall be made by the 
licensee or permittee to the Superintendent setting forth adequate data upon which the 
acceptability of the sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes, after treatment, may be 
determined. The period of these reports will be deter­ mined by the Superintendent. 

j. Where preliminary or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any water or wastes, 
they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the 
licensee or permittee (or owner) at their expense. 

k. A violation by the licensee of the license or permit shall be cause for revocation or 
suspension of the license or permit after a hearing and determination by the 
Superintendent or if the violation is found to be within the emergency powers of the 
Superintendent under Sections 53.83 or 53.87, the revocation is immediate upon receipt 
of notice, however, a hearing shall be held without delay. 

  



I 

 
 

53.97 Sampling and testing wastes: 
 
Whenever sewage, industrial wastes or other wastes are believed to have characteristics 
other than prescribed for "Sanitary Sewage" as defined in Article II herein, or are believed 
to contain toxic substances or other material or substances excluded from public sewers 
pursuant to the Sewer District Sewer Use Law are discharged into public sewers from any 
premises, the Superintendent shall have the power to take samples and make tests necessary 
to determine the nature and concentration of such wastes, and shall have the right to 
reassess their determinations by taking samples and tests at any time or by periodic 
rechecks without notice to the person discharging such wastes: 

 
a. Samples shall be taken and flow measurements made at the control manhole or 

manholes which are specifically identified with the user unit. 
b. In the event that a control manhole or manholes have not been required, the samples 

shall be taken at a suitable and accessible point or points to be selected by the 
Superintendent and are specifically identified with the user unit. 

c. An aliquot portion of the sample(s) taken will be made available to the person whose 
premises are being tested if they so request. 

 
53.98 Control Manholes: 

 
When required by rules of the Sewer District, the owner of any property serviced by a 
building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole together 
with such necessary mete s and other appurtenances in the building sewer to facilitate 
observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes. Such manhole shall be accessibly 
and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the 
Superintendent. The manhole shall be installed by the owner at their expense and shall be 
maintained by them so as to be safe and accessible at all times. 
 

53.99 Measurement and analyses of wastes: 
 

All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which 
reference is made in this law shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of 
"Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Waste Water" published by the 
American Public Health Association or any other method certified as accurate by the 
Superintendent, and shall be determined upon samples from said control manhole or other 
approved access points. Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to 
reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewerage system and water pollution control 
facilities and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property. If a license or 
permit is to be issued, sampling should be performed in such manner that the portion of the 
flow obtained is typical and representative of the waste discharge. 

  



 
53.100 Determination of Pollutant Concentrations: 

 
a. The pollutant concentration of any sewage, industrial waste or other wastes shall 

usually be determined from representative samples of the effluent discharged to public 
sewers, taken by the Superintendent at sampling stations as described under Section 
53.95 and 53.96 of these rules and regulations, at any period, or time, and of such 
duration and in such manner as the Superintendent may elect, or at any place or manner 
mutually agreed upon between the person and the Superintendent. 

 
The intent of any sampling procedure is to establish the pollutant concentration in the 
sewage discharged during an average or typical working day. This concentration may 
be derived according to the best judgement of the Super­ intendent, by combination of 
repeated sub-samplings during any one day, by combination of a series of such days or 
by combination of a number of multiple samples. 

 
The analysis of samples taken shall be performed in a lab­ oratory designated by the 
Superintendent and the surcharge and/or the acceptability of the wastes shall be 
determined from said analyses. 

 
b. All charges shall be based on the analysis of the wastes from any plant or premises 

related to total volume of wastes as determined under Section 53. 99 a. of this Article. 
The concentration of pollutants in sewage, industrial waste or other waste once 
determined as prescribed under Section 53.95 of these rules and regulations shall be 
used in calculating the sewer surcharge in accordance with the billing procedure of the 
Sewer District for the collection of charges and shall re­ main in effect until the person 
shall prove or the Sewer District shall determine that a change in the manufacturing 
process, production or waste treatment of said company warrants a re-analysis for the 
determination of a new pollutant concentration of its wastes discharged from such 
premises into the public sewer system. The new pollutant concentration shall then be 
used in calculating new charges and shall become effective as of the date of the 
subsequent billing period. 

 
c. Whenever the wastes discharged from a premises to the public sewer might be expected 

to show appreciable periodic variations during the year due to manufacturing process or 
production variation due to seasonal changes, the Superintendent may average the 
results to two or more series of analyses taken to reflect these variations and thereby 
determine an average pollutant concentration. · 

 
53.101 Volume determination: 

 
The Superintendent may use, as the figure representing the number of cubic feet and/or 
gallons of sewage discharged into the sewer system, (1) the amount of water supplied to the 
premises by the Town or, (2) if such premises are used for an industrial or commercial 
purpose of such nature that the water supplied to the premises cannot be entirely dis­ 
charged into the sewer system made by the Superintendent, or (3) the number of cubic feet 
of sewage discharged into the sewer system as determined by measurements and samples 
taken at a manhole installed by the owner of the property served by the public sewer 
system, at their own expense, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the permit 
issued by the Superintendent pursuant to Article XI of these rules and regulations. 
 

  



 
 

53.102 Pollutant concentration disputed by a person: 
 
In the event that the pollutant concentration of the waste discharged from a premise to a 
public sewer as determined under Section 53.98 of this Article is disputed by a person, a 
program of resampling and gauging with subsequent chemical determination may be 
instituted as follows: 
 

a. The person must submit a request for resampling and gauging of the wastes to the 
Superintendent, and bind themself to bear all of the expenses incurred by the Sewer 
District in the resampling and gauging and sub­ sequent analysis of the wastes. 

b. A consultant or agency of recognized professional standing in the employment of the 
person must confer with representatives of the Superintendent in order that an 
agreement may be reached as to the various factors which must be considered in a new 
sampling program. 

c. The consultant or agency of recognized professional standing employed by the person 
must be present or re­ presented during the r83ampling operation. 

d. Resampling must be performed when all waste producing processes are contributing 
wastes of "normal" concentrations at their "normal" rate. 

e. The results of the resampling and the re-analysis in a laboratory designated by the 
Superintendent shall be considered to be the current analysis of the wastes dis­ charged 
to the public sewer system and shall be used for determining the surcharge and/or 
acceptability of the wastes. 
  



 

ARTICLE XII  
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

53.103 Powers and authority of inspectors: 
 
As provided under Article XI, Section 53.92, the Superintendent, and their duly authorized 
representatives may enter upon private lands for the purpose of inspection, observation, 
measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this law or the 
rules of the Sewer District. The Superintendent or their representatives shall have no 
authority to inquire into any processes used in any industrial operation beyond that point 
having a direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge to the sewer or the on-site 
facilities for waste treatment. 
 
While performing the necessary work on private lands, referred to in this section above, the 
Superintendent or their duly authorized representatives shall observe all safety rules, 
applicable to the premises as established by the owner and/or occupant of the premises, and 
the owner and/or occupant shall be held harmless for injury or death to the Sewer District 
employees and the Town shall indemnify the owner and/or occupant against loss or damage 
to their property by Sewer District employees and, against liability claims and demands for 
personal injury or property damage asserted against the owner and/or occupant and growing 
out of the gauging and sampling operations except as such may be caused by negligence or 
failure of the owner and/or occupant to maintain safe conditions as required in Article XI, 
Section 53.95 and 53.97. 
 
Refusal to permit the entry upon private lands required to perform the necessary work 
referred to in this section, shall be punishable by such penalties as may be prescribed under 
Article XIV of these rules and regulations. 
 

  



ARTICLE XIII 
 

GENERAL SEWER RENT AND SEWER SURCHARGE 
 

53.104 Purpose: 
 
Pursuant to the authority of the Sewer Rent Law, being Article 14f of the General 
Municipal Law of the State of New York, any and all amendments thereto, there are hereby 
established and imposed sewer rent and sewer-surcharge as a means of producing revenue 
for the Sewer District. 
 

53.105 General Sewer Rent and Sewer-Surcharge: 
 
General User charge is the charge for accepting normal sewage into the sewer system. 
Sewer-surcharge is the additional charge, over and above the general User charge for 
accepting wastewater, the characteristics of pollutants contained there­ in exceeding the 
maximum values of "normal sewage" as defined in Article II. 
 

53.106 How Charged: 
 
General User-charge is based on a sewer use unit defined here and sewer-use surcharge is 
computed by a rational formula as stated here. Any existing or future year-round or seasonal 
industry shall be assessed for User charge based on the design provisions made in the 
Facility or any additional provisions required to be made in the future. The District shall 
adopt regulations pertaining to the assessment and collection of all charges to be known as a 
USER CHARGE SYSTEM not inconsistent with this Local Law. 
 

53.107 Sewer-Use Unit: 
 
Each single-family dwelling unit as defined in the User Charge System shall be considered 
one "unit". Non-single family dwelling units shall be assigned multi-unit values in 
accordance with their use by the District under its USER CHARGE SYSTEM regulations. 
 

53.108 Formulation of the Sewer Surcharge: 
 
The formula for the sewer surcharge shall be computed by the Superintendent. The amount 
of the surcharge shall be the pro­ duct of the surcharge factor and the established general 
User charge. The general form for the determination shall be as follows: 



S.F. =    a(BOD-250) + b(SS-250) +     c(C1D-25) +     d(P-30) +   e(N-40) + f(GOF-100) 
 250             250             25   30         40            100 
 
Where 
S.F. = surcharge factor 
BOD = milligrams per liter of Biochemical Oxygen Demand, as defined in Section 53.15 
SS = milligrams per liter of Suspended Solids, as defined in Section 53.53 
C1D = milligrams per liter of chlorine demand, as defined in Section _5J.18 
p = milligrams per liter of Phosphorus, as defined in Section 53.18 
N  = total Nitrogen as N in milligrams per liter 
GOF = grease, oil & fats 
a = proportion of cost to treat a lb. of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
b = proportion of cost to treat a lb. of Suspended Solids (SS) 
c  = proportion of cost to treat a lb. of Chlorine Demand (C1D) 
d  = proportion of cost to treat a lb. of Phosphorus (P) 
e = proportion of cost to convert a lb. of Nitrogen to Nitrates 
f   = proportion of cost to remove a lb. of grease, oil and fat 
 
Notes: 

1. a, b, c, d, e & f are decimal portions of the total treatment costs and other costs for each 
pollutant. The assigned values to these constants are respectively 0.3, 0.25, 0.06, 0.17, 
0.16, 0.06. The values shall be redetermined, at a time interval, at the discretion of the 
Sewer District, based on the data accumulated during one or more preceding years from 
the costs of treatment. 

2. If any of the values for BOD, SS, C1D, P, Nor GOF as determined by laboratory analysis are 
less than the respective normal values stated in Section 53.33, the factor for that pollutant shall 
be eliminated from the formula. 
  



Example  
 
An Industry discharges into the public sewer system wastes which have been found to contain the following: 
 

BOD- 630 mg/1 
SS-  23O mg/1 
C1D-  50 mg/1 
P-  45 mg/1 
N-  45 mg/1 
GOF-  150 mg/1 

 
 

Normal Sanitary Sewer charge = $150.00 

Values for a, b, c, d, e, and f are, respectively, 0.3, 0.25, 0.06, 0.17, 0.16, 0.06 

 S.F. = .3(6.30-250) +  0.06(50-25) + 0.17(45-20)         + 0.16(45-40)  + 0.06(150-100) 
                        250                25    20               40               100 

S.F. =  (.3)  (1.52) + (0.06(1.0) + (0.17)(1.25) + (0.16)(0.125) + (0.06(0.05) 

S.F. =  0.7785 
 
Note: Factor for SS is dropped because SS is less than 250 mg/1 
 

Normal Sanitary sewer treatment charge= $150.00  

Surcharge= 0.7785 x 150 = $116.78 

Total Sewer Treatment Charge= $150.00 + $116.78 = $266.78/year 



 

53.109 Collection of Sewer Surcharges: 
 
The surcharge for licensees with a permanent connection to the Sewer District sewer system shall 
be surcharged on the water bill along with the normal sewer-use charge for operation and 
maintenance, 
 

53.110 Computation of the surcharge: 
 
The Superintendent shall compute all surcharges using the formula in Section 53.105 and factors 
adopted by the Sewer District. The data used to compute the surcharge will be supplied by the 
inspections, by the application for license or permit and/or any method determined by the Sewer 
District, after the Superintendent's review of the facts and problems, which in their belief give, as 
nearly as possible, accurate volume determination and/or the average pollutant concentration. All 
surcharges shall be based on the analysis of wastes from any plant or premises in relation to the 
total volume of wastewaters. The data once established as the average pollutant concentration, 
shall be used until inspection or other reliable proof shows a change in the average pollutant 
concentration. 
 

53.111 Credits: 
 
Adjustment of an account, for which payment has been received, that results in an overpayment; 
said overpayment shall be a credit to the account. 
 

53.112 Determination of Rents: 
 
The Sewer District shall review and determine annually or after a time period at the discretion of 
the Sewer District, the amount of the General User Charge for Sewer-Use Units con­ tributing 
"normal sewage" and "sewer-surcharge" for the commercial/industrial establishments based on the 
data available for one or more preceding yea.rs from the costs of treatment. 
 

53.113 When Due: 
 
Every sewer user and industrial/commercial establishment shall be billed for General User Charge 
and Sewer-Surcharge (as the case may be) on the water bill, every three months. The water bill 
and sewer use charges shall be payable simultaneously through one bill. A penalty of 5% for the 
first month or portion thereof overdue and 1 1/2% for the second and subsequent months or 
fraction thereof shall be charged for late payments. No partial payments on the combined bill shall 
be permitted. 



ARTICLE XIV  
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

 

53.114 Enforcement and penalties: 
 
a. A violation of the provisions of Articles III through XII of this Law shall be subject to 

a civil penalty not to exceed $500.00 for any one case, and an additional civil penalty 
not to exceed $500.00 for each day of a continuing violation after a final decision and 
order has been entered with notice to the party adversely affected by the decision to 
impose the penalty. The exact amount of civil penalty in each case shall be determined 
by the Sewer District. 

 
b. The penalty shall become part of the charges of the Sewer District. 
 
c. Willful violations of the provisions of the Law or intentional interference with any 

Town or District employee in the performance of their duties in enforcing the 
provisions of this law shall additionally be subject to prosecution by the District 
carrying a maximum fine of $250.00 and/or 15 days in jail for each offense. A 
continuing violation shall be deemed a separate offense each day it occurs. 

 
d. Should the Town of District have to make repairs or replacements to the property; 

residential, commercial, or industrially owned septic system components, for the 
purpose of protecting the functionality of the public sewage collection and treatment 
system, those costs incurred by the Town or District shall be charged to the said 
property owner.  Those charges will be invoiced as part of the sewer use billing and if 
not paid shall be added to the Town Property Taxes with penalties as allowed by 
Municipal Law. 

 



ARTICLE XV 
 SEVERABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
 

53.115 Validity and Severability: 
 
The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision of this ordinance shall not affect the 
validity of any other part or provision which can be given effect without such invalidated part or 
parts. 
 

53.116 Effective Date: 
 
This local law shall take effect immediately upon the filing in the Office of the Secretary of State 
in accordance with the regulations of Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 

 
 
 

Adopted by the Town Board on June 8, 2023 
Approved after a public hearing June 8, 2023  
 

 
 
 


