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Town of Newfield Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 

March 2, 2022 

 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Town of Newfield Planning Board was called to order by Jim 

Haustein, acting Chair for Leo Tidd, at 7:00 PM at the Newfield Town Hall. 

 

Present 

Planning Board: Randy Brown, Justin Chandler, Brenda Lapp, Jim Haustein; Town Board: 

Michael Allinger; Cornell University: Jaein Lee; Other: Michelle Henry. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

No items of discussion. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

• The February 2, 2022 minutes were reviewed and approved with minor editorial 

revision. 

 

Open Issues 

 

Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan (NEWHARP) 

Jaein Lee and Jake Scherer are working in the capacity of “Project Assistant” for 

providing support for the Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan. Jaein Lee is a student at 

the Cornell College of Architecture, Art and Planning and is planning to receive Bachelor 

of Architecture Degree in 2022. Jake Sherer is a student at the Cornell College of 

Architecture, Art and Planning and is planning to receive a bachelor’s degree in Urban 

and Regional Studies degree in 2023.  

• NEWHARP Status – A conceptual drawing of the main Hamlet intersection was 

presented and reviewed. This preliminary concept included parking on public 

right of way on the northeast corner of Bridge Street and Main Street and a 

small picnic/seating area in the same vicinity. The intersection is narrowed in 

the drawing, with four crosswalks at the intersection. Delineating parking 

spaces is a means to increase parking capacity in the Hamlet.  The Planning 

Board has invited the Town Highway Superintendent and TG Miller to one of 

the scheduled Monday project status meetings to ensure they are aware of the 

project activities. 
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Work is continuing with an amendment to the Newfield Comprehensive Plan to 

include a revised vision for the Hamlet area, based on the NEWHARP project 

conclusions and recommendations. Jake Scherer is currently working on this 

task. 

 

• Work is beginning on developing presentation material for the public meetings 

to be scheduled as part of community outreach. 

 

• A mock-up of changes and additions to the Town website to provide community 

information on the NEWHARP initiative has been completed.  Mike Allinger 

will provide assistance to make the modifications. 

 

• FAQs – FAQs and responses were reviewed, and a few editorial changes 

recommended.  ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to finalize FAQs and forward to 

Mike Allinger to add to the Town website NEWHARP web page.   

 

 

Solar Farm Screening 

The Planning Board drafted correspondence, forwarded by the Town Code Officer, to the 

operator of the Burdge Hill solar farm regarding screen plantings that need to be 

replaced.  A response has been received and planting is scheduled for the Spring. 

 

New Business 

 

Sperling Studio Update 

Josh Sperling, a local artist, is currently in the planning stage of constructing a new artist 

workshop located just north of 1489 Elmira Road.  Currently Sciarabba Engineering is 

working with Sperling to get a topographic survey and begin design work.  Submission of 

a Site Plan Review by about April 20 and presentation at the May Planning Board 

meeting is anticipated at this time. 

 

Site Plan Reviews/Subdivision Applications 

No new site plans or subdivision applications were received during February 2022; no 

site plans or subdivision applications are currently under review.    

 

The Planning Board has received notice of a possible campground to be build on a land-

locked lot on Van Buskirk Gulf Road.  This activity will likely require a Site Plan 

Review.  Michelle Henry advised that if any portion of the property falls within a Unique 

Natural Area, that the County Planning Department will need to be involved.   

 

Review of Building Permits 
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The Planning Board had no concerns or comments on any of the Building Permits issued 

during February 2022.  

 

Miscellaneous 

 

Planning Board Position Opening 

Due to other commitments, Randy Brown has resigned from the Town of Newfield 

Planning Board.  The Planning Board is currently soliciting applications to fill this 

position.  The Town of Newfield Planning Board would like to thank Randy for his 

serving on the Planning Board and for his support and contributions to the Planning 

Board over the past few years.   

Agenda for Next Meeting 

• Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan  

• Review of Site Plan and Subdivision Review Applications Received  

• Review of Building Permits 

• Planning Board Member Search Status 

• Miscellaneous 

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Randy Brown and seconded by Brenda 

Lapp. The meeting was adjourned by Jim Haustein at 7:42 PM. The next general meeting 

of the Newfield Planning Board will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, April 6, 2022 at the 

Town Hall. The meeting will also be hosted on Zoom.  

 

 

        Submitted by Jim Haustein  

 

 

 


