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Town of Newfield Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 
June 1, 2022 

 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the Town of Newfield Planning Board was called to order by 
Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:00 PM at the Newfield Town Hall. 
 
Present 
Planning Board: Chairman Leo Tidd, Vanessa Greenlee, Justin Chandler, Brenda Lapp, 
Jim Haustein; Town Board: Michael Allinger; Sciarabba Engineering: Andy Sciarabba; 
Other: Michelle Henry. 
 
Privilege of the Floor 
Michelle Henry advised that the next EMC (Environmental Management Council) 
meeting will be held the week of June 6. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The May 4, 2022 minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 
New Business 
 
Sperling Studio 
At the May Planning Board meeting, the Planning Board voted unanimously that the Site 
Plan application for this activity (a new artist workshop located just north of 1489 Elmira 
Road) was complete and that the review and approval process could commence.  Leo 
Tidd submitted paperwork to the County for GML 239 review; the County reviewed with 
no comment/objections. 
 
Several changes to the exterior building design were indicated by Andy Sciarabba, 
including brick veneer instead of metal siding.   
 
The SEQR has been completed, with a negative declaration.  Questions regarding energy 
conservation measures were addressed to the satisfaction of the Planning Board. 
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A motion was made by Leo Tidd and seconded by Jim Haustein to approve the Site Plan 
application for Sperling Studio.  The Planning Board voted unanimously to approve.  
ACTION ITEM: Jim Haustein to prepare the approval memo. 
 
Dollar General Store 
The Planning Board has formalized an Advance Deposit Agreement to GBT Reality to 
create an Escrow Account for consulting fees to review the Site Plan, with particular 
focus on the property adjacency to a flood zone (or within the flood zone according to the 
proposed FEMA updated flood zone maps).   
 
Barton & Loguidice has been engaged for assisting the Planning Board for review of the 
Site Plan Review application when received. 
 
No additional information has been received regarding this possible project.   
 
Site Plan Reviews/Subdivision Applications 
Except for the Site Plan for Sperling Studio, no new site plans or subdivision applications 
were received during May 2022; no site plans or subdivision applications are currently 
under review except as mentioned above. 
 
Review of Building Permits 
The Planning Board had no concerns or comments on any of the Building Permits issued 
during May 2022.  
 
Open Issues 
 
Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan (NEWHARP) 
Work by Cornell University students Jaein Lee and Jake Scherer on the project is now 
complete.  Leo Tidd and Jim Haustein engaged T. G. Miller on developing a preliminary 
design drawing for the main Hamlet intersection.  This was reviewed with the Town 
Highway Department on June 1.     
 
Several modifications and considerations to the design drawing were discussed: 
placement of crosswalks, Main/Shaffer/Bridge stop signs, “green” area on northwest 
corner of intersection, parking, TCAT bus road constraints, parking, negative street view 
of Covered Bridge Market dumpster, possible initial low-cost strippage as a first step, 
timing coordination with upcoming Hamlet water and sewer work. 
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T. G. Miller will incorporate requested changes into the drawing and the Planning Board 
will plan a short meeting with Covered Bridge Market stakeholders to get their input. 

 
Miscellaneous 
Justin Chandler has resigned from his position on the Planning Board.  Applications for 
Planning Board candidates will be solicited. 
 
The Planning Board has not received any additional information regarding the Van 
Buskirk Gulf campground project. 
 
 
Agenda for Next Meeting 

 Newfield Hamlet Revitalization Plan  

 Review of Site Plan and Subdivision Review Applications Received  
o Sperling Studio Site Plan Review Wrap-Up 
o Dollar General Site Plan Review 

 Review of Building Permits 

 Miscellaneous 
 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Leo Tidd and seconded by Jim Haustein. 
The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Leo Tidd at 7:56 PM. The next general meeting 
of the Newfield Planning Board will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at the 
Town Hall. The meeting will also be hosted on Zoom.  
 
 
        Submitted by Jim Haustein  
 


